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We \ J (ally —— 
m woketh ina won 

y thinges ; ſhall perre puri that it. ſtæ⸗- 
mech in manner not to be the mode 
that beroze it was; bud gather lan com- 
pariſon) the firſt-conſahimato-adden- 
ded zu ntwe ſabffitate-any' ſuctieding 
in the place therũol nd ihothof m 


dyn to obierne the aum in: matters 
watght;0zbiaiof lefſo 


great [haqnogtancs, 
HoGalnot — s tiles 


Surhomatation in 
i eu, chat this — — 
tee, then might man tuſtlyreteyus com⸗ 


foxthby#the conſideration! there Wt 
Alas if ia ſo farm from that. that mon tim 

ronittarie parte ui beholde in fo 
al A. q. many 


och Readers 

many 150 ſo geen ee Wavin 
5 one, t e woxſe — 
and ſd cheers. 

thing right — appear eth, aſwell — 
divine as p2ophane —— in euer 


withautyreat: confieraten) met 
the ficfi.tobe itke gals; che AMetkf 


aecapdf-vertne;} lacie, and rar aufn, 
detcaniof chanctie; decam of true cn 
cup 66nutuab-iode;defapoſ{@cluttyanp 
g ᷑Hnſt ienre, aοννe ‚obe die uce gas- 


— 
— — 
dein not tchanked maſto ſo hm min- 
— Ya tne" 


Fön 


Tothe Reader! 


his mercy is not-deſtvos, the hozrible pity 
niſhment of' his iuſtice is not feared; 
whereby we liue an though we bad no: 
nerde of God, and as though we hopey: 
lo no better, noꝛ miſtruſted no woꝛſe: 
then We finde here, as though God were. 
not the irewarder at dertue and puny⸗ 
ther. of vice, and finally as though there: 
wore no Gud at all, no reſarrection,; no 
heiftion no2 hell; 0 as in this: tyme 
theſe alde derten ary rern 
deriſied harre: nnn enz 
Heu viunne homines ranquans mots 
"nallaſequivuys' CLINE o! 
fe velur e en day Brkt 

en tifie deltette no, 

hat drath tvpl vixertake them: ©: 

"Ind —— — ep'feare not, 

Foz fables mpt them. 

400 — — not we 
his power maieſtie, and omnipotentie, 
and hbndat him cher enter e It God be 
morc full why cruue we not his mercy? 
JH G od be inte; ah fear we not his 
vengeaunce, and vegge his pardon? At 
ow bethe.ſpouſe.of- * ſouls. of: _ 
in. * 


TotheReader, 
why bir ur not loue him? why be we. 
not veſtrous to be tunuerſant with him. 
and cuntinually to delight in him? who 
wifofarre in loue with the ſpule ol man, 
that if man do but faythfully craue his 
mercp pardon, grace, fauour, and af 
ſtaunte, he doth ouingly graunte the 
fame, pra, he doth pꝛeoctupate and me- 
pare. dur hartes tu cali on him, vt we 
frowardly and wylfully put not a wave 
and refuſe tofolowe: his holy inſpirati⸗ 
on, ſo as of his onely mercy he leaueth 
no meane to dꝛawe man vnto him, vf 
he — by apply his alone qe" yok | 
Whhich if it folowe do 
turne the ane l oy gs 
God, ſa xeieded and refuſed, to the mul⸗ 
tiplying of his owne . And then 
doth the wonderfull vnkindeneſſe and 
tote: muche vnthankfutneſſe-of man, 
buſpeakeably- ſet fozth: the merties of 
God, who wylleth all men fo be ſaued, 
whoreftrapneth his grace from no man 
except he harden his owe harte, exther 
by pꝛeſunption, diſpapꝛe, oꝛ wicked ſe⸗ 
ne inne, yea who knocketh — 

as 


To the Reader. 


beateth at 

dvethto enter and dwel with vs, gnely 
be requircth to he let in, and his habita⸗ 
tion paepared ſoʒ him: and vat doth he 
that him ſelfe ta. Fa if we dq hat at- 
mit him in, he clenſeth the houſe gf onr 
ule; yea, he hath already waſhad and 
made tleane the ſame with the blaud al 


the doe of our conſeience, de⸗ 


bis deare Donne, ſo as we bie the due 


But the moꝛe God ſeketh vs, the moꝛe 
we ſhunne him: the moze he deũreth vs, 
the leſle we care fo him: the maze 
nirde him; the leſſe we thinke af; han 


mae 


0 as he is by our ouergreat vnkinde⸗ 
moze newe 


neſſe and willulneſſe, muche 
weried, then when be complaynad by 
the Pzophete Eſaye of the Jſraglites, 
faying; Laboraw ſuſtinens: I àm quer⸗ 
weried with bearing, and lang ſuffe⸗ 
ring your ſinnefull life and -abhomina- 
ule dwinges. And theretaze this detar 
muſt needes be the greateſt wherſoener 
it happen, as hy the want. whereof, all 
the rei couſrquently. do folowe of ne⸗ 


ceffitte - and l9ſo-of that whiche pnely 


1 A. iin. ts 


Elai.j. 


To-theReader, 
is to:b3:defited in this lyfe whithy: in 
ths'Hzfiionly" cone; of bis vine 
cpirärton , "rowing 26 mannene the 
vftew- ronſidtrafion of. the benefitos:of 


[trutifted; ny 
eee 1 — 
AAR 


isn aha iop — 
neuer to ende. Pow ſo this 

Wales: Wertue is Vecayed, and what 
| We haue iumy to lumẽt the fame; 
rate appeate by this lifle treatiſe 
itten in Latin by an Engliche man; 
of great learning and marueps 
ue ofiyfe, ſuche one as ſeemed 
7 taſt and ſauour howe werte 
ans pisaſaunt the ſpirite ot O int 
Ah en bis works le pꝛofoundiy doth 
penetrate the camtoꝛt, iop, and can ſota 
tion comming by true pꝛayer, that an 
nam kgwing the lame with ditigence 
ni paltty perceyne-what he loſeth that 
ſreqũentotij not pzaper : and ſo farre iu 
ſtructetihᷣ al men, not one ip to pꝛay, but 
allo ſo to pꝛap that they loſe not p; fruite 
therof ; chewing both dowe poaper bell 
ee and how it melt p;ofiteth 
our 


To the Reader? | 
dnrfthics: And in that his time; mo2e 
then tourte eres pute /lamwted; mos 
ned, ven dive dit vppo 

paper e cdnfeniplation; 

at the 2 — 
the louſe life ot men, aho'tafowarys 
nelle tu pꝛape, tohithe . ho ſd rapie, ſo 
weake, ſo peruerſe of naturt, ſobeſef 
with day ennimirs, fo: one to the 
wo21t, that they ought afmuche las might 
bey ebntin aan to pu, continumilytts 
arme them telle; with ſtrength and con- 
fancie of che gruce ot 
their enimios; ſynne, che deapll, the 
woꝛlde, and the fleſhe, weepeth vppon 
the caill-vramples of 1Biſhdppes; Pꝛie⸗ 
es, audiCleatgie, who ſhouldt moue 
othesby the'perfection of their life, wap⸗ 
leth the haranes of our heartes, that bee» 
ing wel taught; tylke: not to folowe the 
fame,complayneth that the wozld pꝛay⸗ 
oth not; no noi knoweth: what pzaper 
is. nos hows tu pzay,ſheweth hows p3a- 
ver is abolpſhed, and the*fruitethereof 
loſt, yea by them that do pzay, foꝛ that 
either their pꝛayer is not pure and 2 


Pothe Reader; 
—— their: life/and. wozkes 


— — — — 
ſheweth:anv:declareth;,yca rather the 
ſpirite of God, bſing his pen ta publiſhe 
dis holy. wel ta inſtruc ba. Dnely this 
I hane:ta fave, that ſering the ſame in 
— as it were negieced as 
a thing :o mall mite, being in deeds 
ſuch a wazke as the libe(A belene)bath 
not often bin izitten in that matter, J 
toulde not ſatiffie my ſelfe to: ſi ſuche a 
pearle hydden, and ſuche a iewell th2o- 
wen and caſt away to obliuion, conſide⸗ 
ring ũrſt the benefite that maye, and 1 
truſt ſhaugrow to the attentine readers 
thereof and fecondly, remembeing howe 
muche moꝛe nerde there is of ſo holy an 
—— — ö innitation ta 

aper n this time 9: 
when: the ſame was witten. — 
which time bath paſſed ulmoſte one 
age of mana lyfe, and in this whyle des 
— ſtyll, as befoze, of pitie and vertue, 
and 


Tathe Reader 


and want of the feare of God, and enyll 
lyte wonderfullve increaſed, as in the 
which the euyll neighbour of mankinde 
bath ollen -vppon him, and fynding 
him negligent, hath ſowen cockle and 
muche:eugh ſee in the fields of our 
Gules, and bath in maner pulled vp the 
rates af gd 0E s, and the holſome 
and plevtifyll fruites of repentaunce, 
fayth, hope; charitie, almeg, and true 
truſt in God, Foz who in manner ſhe⸗ 
weth in lining to feare Cod? Who is as 
frayde ta: offende: him *: Wha refraye 
neth to blaſpheme his holyname 2 Who 
bath conſcience to deceyue,yea,oz to op- 
p:eſſe his neighbour 7 Whois aſhamed 
to lye and fozſweare him ſelfe 2 Mho 
— compaſſion to relæue the pooze, 
7 this plague of God, and want of 
15 grace , bath increaſed aut of num- 
ber: Who taketh any payne to pleaſe 
God 2 Who. ſ&keth to ſubdue his fleſhe 
to the ſpirite, ſenſualitie to reaſon, rea⸗ 
ſon to fayth , and fayth to-the-ſernice of 
GDD 2 Yea, who layeth net the bꝛp⸗ 
dle of libertic at length 1 


TotheReader | 
withotite! fave to folows dane, a 
foie wath of GOD. ;UWho' 
Hair aper: Vea, who! uns 
net and ſentemneth it not : TWhoi 
p:eferreth the houſe of þ;avor: befo:e- & 
diſinghonks? Pra; finde We uud im 
in thother e @ubicttes:- beben 
agaynlt their Pꝛince and God dis an⸗ 
noynted , chidzen diſobe y! their parens 
tes, confenitie them, and laugh them to 
ſcoꝛne q ſeruauntes little. oſtetme their 
matſkels, labdurerz ſeeke and griedyly 
folow? pvloneſNe; artificers vntruth and 
tw extreme 'falſehod- in their wankes 
All foztes of men luſt aſter their eaſe, ex: 
telle, and vntuly libertre ; no man ſer⸗ 
keth to moꝛtiſte him ſelfa, fo duertome 
his owne frdwarde wylt, And the cauſe 
of all this is this wonderfull decay of 
pꝛuyer by che bſe-whereof we might at 
the laſt delight in the kamiliaritie wyth 
God and gödlpe thingen, berauyſhed 
with the lolte therot, and ſo conſequent- 
lye growe tothe millyking and hate of 
ſinne, whiche is onely wꝛought by the 
Tue of vortae,which is onely * 
U 


T6 thER cadet 


by true andefontuall payee; (@lach-d2ty 
aeth award haunting of thoſe; enn: 
anities afp:eſapde; Wwhicthepzounke the 
math of:Goyrdpoi: the, woalde;? And 
Who+ ran thinks, that Dod wyll long 
ſuffer this alte natiom of our fetues from 
aum: mf cantampt o him thus = 
blafpherine: agaynſh bis holy dpyiliaun 
name Ann ought nat hurt taime 
oz dia hiſttatian ano hemm bande: at iu: 
ice Who map not rigitip tothe 

woꝛh nowe, tike ag Jonanthe d phet 


wead? thiniwozk;tubothewith the fait; 
we mau ne. nf dd y and tha 
— — 
jmoyfapth; fitutnt! chic emal 
umper tod:wekfe! hin invignation; d 
Wont Fim, Nie mu of God-dnely, difs 
priſinioshe! made, and) longing: to ne 
RD 
2433857 * 


To che R cader. 


reads it with ttrogoemont; with velibes 
ration, wich a vepe'confivbration ther- 
of, and'with'a deũtre mand purpoſe: to 
be refourmen, make chycharte miete, 
and pꝛepare it to rece pus fruite ot this 
y inſtruction, let thy hurt iudge of - 
that thine epe feeth,and thy ſoute retoice 
in that thy tongue p2onounceth. Reade 
it in derde and not ſuperficially ouer» 
loks itAnd then ſurely tan not think 
that he what m voth tan be werrauded of 
the fruite os his labour; u. not: oble ne 
his denren dvr thereof; Which — 


after — 1 —— — — 
e him and by trutr am Faythfnll 
* peaxer 


To the Reader, 


p2aper ſeeke fo be directed in the pylgri⸗ 
mage of this e, by the conti- 
nuall guyving of his holy ſpirite: Zo 
whom be pꝛapſe foz euer and euer, 
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'-- +wordes of dur Saniour 
eggs Chziſte. 


en eker orare. 


CAR y ſayin of oure Sent 


CA Treatiſe vpon theſe 


GChꝛziſte, Oportet ſemper Luz. rvit.. 


d orare, A man muſte al⸗ 
— wapes p2ayy witten in 
the Golp el of Saint Luke,apperfaineth 
generallp vnto all Chꝛiſtian men: who 
ſeth not howe pꝛoſitable and neceſſarie 
it is fo2 every man, diligently and.effec- 
Lually to apply him ſelfe to pzaper 7 
ſo expedient and beneftciall a thing, in 
no, wiſe to be neglected , foꝛ vayne and 
deletations and pleaſures, 
Wherefoze to the ende that our pzayer 
may ware ſwerte and pleaſaunt vnto vs, 
fyaſt of all it ſhall be very commodious 
and p2ofitable , to haue ready at hande 
and in oure remembꝛaunce, certayne 
reaſons, with the- whiche as moſte apte 
and conuenient n@fions (as ofte as we 
B. j. per⸗ 


* 


A godly Treatiſe, 
percevue our ſelues to ware colde in des 
uation, and be as it were oppꝛeſſed 
with a flouthfull vnaptneſſe to ſerue 
God) we may ſtyꝛre vp our myndes, and 
whette our heartes to pꝛaper. Pozeos 


uer it ſhall marueylouſly pꝛoſite and ex⸗ 


cedinglye further vs, not to ber igno⸗ 
raunt᷑ of the ſinguler fruites and tom⸗ 
modittes that verye many: haue obfeys 
ned by pꝛaper. Foz by the knowledge 
thereof, we ſhall the moze caſyly inuite 
and pꝛepare our ſelues to p:ay: Andffs 
nally it ſhal be verp needeful fo2 vs, tho⸗ 
roughly to-vnderffand the very true mas 
ner whiche is ſpecially required in every 
man, to be obſerued in the fyme of hys 
pꝛayet. Fo:afmuch as in enery wozke of 
any difftenltic that man taketh in händ, 
the right waye of dwing thereof beeing 
once knotven, dothe very muche farther 
the due exetution, and perfect finiſhing 
of the ſame, J haue therefoze intended 
by the helpe of God, fo intreate in oder 
of theſe thꝛeꝛ thinges: That is to ſap,of 
the necellitie of pꝛaper, of the frrite or 
i pꝛaper, 


A godly Treatiſe. 


pꝛayer, aud of the true vſe and maner ol The thz© 
p2ayer. But fozaſmuche as the wo2des ſpecial! 
of our Sautour befo2efayde,do taſt fome poyntes 
ſcronple and doubte into manpe mens wherein 
mindes, it ſhal not be out of purpoſe foz conliſteth | 
the better vnderſtanding thereof, yr wee the lum of 
do firſt expound and declare, howe thoſe = nel 
wozdes are moſte rightly to be vnder- e. 
ſtanded. And to begin withall, this ſay- 
ing of our Sauiour is moſte affuredly The inter⸗ 
krue, Oportet ſemper orare, foꝛ pzayer pꝛetation of 
is neceſſarie vnto vs euery dayc, euery Cheiſtes | 
howze,and euery minute. And yet dothe wozdes, 
not almightie God fo ſeuerely demaunde Oportet 
an arrompte thereof of vs, that he byn⸗ lempesn E 
defh'vs to inceſſaunte pꝛayer with our orarc, o 
month, whiche thing neuer man hath: «048 
vnto this time, oꝛ toulde be able to ob⸗ 
ſerue. But foꝛalmuche as there paſſeth 
no moment of time, in whiche we haue 
not great neede of the helpe aſliſtaunce 
ol almightie God: There are we of ne⸗ 
teſſitie conſtrayned by continual pꝛaper, 
hamblye with all diligence to require 
and craue his diuine helpe and ſuccour. 
Foz who is he that percepuereth not 

B. j. (ſg 


A godly Treatiſe, 


(fo as he geue hys mynde diligently fo 
obſerue the ſame) that all we are euen 


. pzeſentlye.to be returned fo duſte and 


Job. xl. | 
: 12226 2 2 


A üimili⸗ 
tude aptly 
applyed. 


alhes, whenſoeuer God ſhoulde detayne 
and withholde his hande of helpe from 
ouer vs, and that there is no man of po⸗ 
wer without him, to endure the ſpace ol 
one moment of time, as Job ſapth, In 
eius manu eſt anima omnis viuentis, In 
his hande is the life of euer y lining crea⸗ 
turs,, Euer one of vs remayneth in no 
better eſtate, then as yf he dyd hang jn a 


D eee eee 
aànd ſuſtapned by 


a co2de in the hande of 
an other man. And in that caſe doubt- 
leſſe, the man ſo placed, ſtandeth in great 
neede of the diligent helps of hym that 
holdeth. the rope, and thereby ſfapeth 
him from falling :. foz-yf he once let ga 
the rope, the other that hangeth , muſte 
nerdes downe headlong into the bottoms 
of the pit. And likewiſe muſte it needes 
happen vnto euery one of vs, if Ood ſu⸗ 
ſtapne vs not inceſſauntlpe wyth; 
mightie hande and power. And he iv 
that lo ſtapeth the rope, that we be fs 


A godly Treatiſe, 


by the nrenouſnes of the fal, bꝛuſed and 
cruſhed in peeces, and fo:thwith conſu⸗ 
med fo nothing, A ſpeake nothing nowe 
of many other daungerous prrilles, and 
headlong falling places, wherewith wee 
be continually inuironed. What is he 
then ſo grolfe witted , and ſo blynde in 
iudgement, that vnderſtandeth not, that 
there is no tyme, noꝛ no one moment of 
time, in the whiche we haue not very 
great neede, earneſtly to call vpon God, 
to require his ayde, defence and ſuccour, 
and in the whiche we haue no cauſe in⸗ 
teſſantly to pzay 2 Buc foꝛaſmuch as af- 
ter this vnderſtanding and ſenſe, there 
is no man that by actuall pzayer (as we 
cal it) doth ſatiſſie and fulfyll the ſame 
woꝛdes of our Sauiour, that is to ſaye, 
euery moment to continue in pꝛaper: 
Therefoze we had neede to ſearche ont 
ſome other ſenſe and meaning thereof, 
And in dede this ſaping of our Sant- 
dur Chꝛiſt, may rightly be otherwiſe vn⸗ 
derſtanded: As thus, A certayne ure, 
one of the olde fathers, being? 

ded howe he fulfilled that ſaying ot com 
. Bay, matnd2s 


A godly Treatiſe. 


maundement of Chꝛiſt, Oportet ſemper 


orare, made this aunſwere ; When J 


haue (ſapeth he) finiſhed and ſayde my 


Ecle.xxxi. 


dayly v2ayers, the time that remayneth 
A vſe to beſtowe in labouring with my 
handes, as farre fo2th as the habilitie 
and ſtrength of my body doth permitte, 
whereby it tommeth to paſſe, that dayly 


J gapne ſomewhat, with the whiche J 


mayreteeuc,not onely my ſelfe, but alſo 
ſome other\pw2e people. And they (ſay- 
eth he) pꝛay loꝛ me, as ofte as by the vn- 
qnietneſſe and trouble of my body, I can 
not pꝛap foꝛ my ſelfe. And by this meane 
he dyd bel&eae that he ſatiſfied the comp 
maundement. And he had the holy ſcrip⸗ 
ture agreable with his opinion, whiche 
ſapth, Abſconde Eleemoſinam in ſinu 
pauperis, & ipſa pro te orabit, Hyde thy 
alines in the boſome of the poꝛe, and 
that ſhal pꝛay foꝛ thee. D& then, howe 


the holy Scripture confirmeth that our 


almes doth p2ay fo2 vs: and therefoze, 
pf a man apply his mynde fo ſhew mercy 
and pitie to his neighbours, pf he ſeke 
to defende the Oꝛphanes and 2 


A godly Treatiſe, 


childzen, if he labour to comfoꝛte the wy- 
dowes whiche be deſtitute of all conſola- 
tion, if he be careful to deliuer thoſe that 
be oppꝛeſſed with violence, from injury 
and wzong: Finally, vf be ſhewe hym 
ſelfe redy to helpe to his power,any:that 
wantſuccour o2relefc, ſo that befydes 
all this he neglect not the ozdinary ap⸗ 
poynted times fo2.p2ayer, by the Church 
ol God, he mape well be iudged to haue 
fulfilled the fozmer woꝛdes of gur Ha⸗ 
niour. Foz that man doth p2ay alwayes 
eyther by him ſelfe, oz els by his almes 
and charitable deedes, whiche ſupplyeth 
al the want that appeareth in-his owne 
pꝛaper. In this wyſe then, maye the 
woꝛdes of Chꝛiſte afozeſayde be vn- 
derſtanded, wherein he teacheth vs al⸗ 
wayes to continue in p2ayer, whiche is 
as muche to ſay, as alwayes to lyue and 
do well , whiche doth ſometime happen 
to menne, pea when they be ſleeping. 
Fo2 as often as we do ſlepe 02 wake, 
walke oꝛ ſit ſtyl, cate o2 dꝛinke, be ver- 
ed, oz be in qupet, oꝛ what cls ſocuer 
we do oz ſuffer ,.vf all theſe dwinges 


J. Coꝛ.x:. 
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be with true fapth reterred to the ho⸗ 
nour and:glo2y ot God; No doubt they 
appertayne to the increaſe of a god and 
prvbect lyte . Fo2 if it mere not ſo; Saint 
Manle woulde nat haue wylled the Coz 
tinchtans, chat whatſocuer they did, they 
ſhaulde intende and direct: the ſame: to 
the glozy of God, ſaying vnto them, 
Shue'editis, ſiue bibitis, ſiue quid aliuct fa: 
citis omuia in gloriam dei facite, Whes 
ther pe vate, oꝛ dꝛinke, oꝛ what thing eis 
ſociier pe do, do al to the honour of Gon 
And ſurely, if God be moued with dur 
woꝛdes and ſpeak ing, to be gracious vn» 
to vs hs wyll be muche moꝛe ſtyꝛred to 
the ſante by dur god wozkes and well 
dwing, foꝛaſmuche as woꝛkes de nowe 
ſupply the place of woꝛdes. And theres 
foꝛe the fauout᷑ of G O Dis turned to⸗ 
wardes vs by our god wozkes , whiche 
we. do to this ende, and of purpoſe: t6 
pleaſe his diuine aieſtie: Foz they da 
expꝛeſſe the vohemencie ol pꝛaper, and 
that muche moꝛe mightily then the pꝛap⸗ 
ers them ſelfe. Thereldze whoſoeuer 


 referreth all that he dotht oz ſuttereth, 


onelp 
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onely fo the glozy of GOD, hee ſurely 
p2ayeth. continuallye, and dothe at all 
times ſatiſfie this afozeſayde pzecept of 
Chaiſte. Foꝛ wee may iuſtly ſape, that he 
doth continue alwapes in p2ayer, which 
alwayes direceth his wozkes and dw⸗ 
inges to the honoure and glozy of God. 
But albeit this ſaying , Oporter ſemper 
orare , maye bi vnderſtanded in thys 
ſence ; Pet notwithſtanding, 'becauſe 
Chꝛiſt hath of purpoſe appoynted a dif- 
ference betweene pꝛaying and wozking, 
and declareth a great diuerſitie betwene 
almes, pꝛaper, and faſting: Therefoze 
we ſhall nowe adde vnto theſe two, a 
. thirde vnderſtanding of the ſame, 

Saint Paule doeth admoniſhe the peo- 
ple of Theſſalonica, that they ſhoulde 


pꝛay inceſſauntly, ſaying , Sime inter- Cap. v. 


miſsione orate. And in many places of 
his Epiſtles , he declareth that he dyd 
without ceaſſing, remember diners in 


his p2ayers. Po2eouer, in the Actes of Actes.xii. 


the Apoſtles if is written, that whylſt 
Peter was deteyned p2yſoner and in 
taptiuitie, the Churche of GO D made 

| E conti- 
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tontinual pꝛaper, and inferceſſion fox 
hym. Wy the whiche woꝛdes it is manys 
feſt and apparaunte, that euerpe true 
Chziſtian man doeth pꝛay in euery acs 
tion and woꝛke he dorth, yea although 
he lleepe. The whiche thing can not be 
true in any wiſe, except we do by pꝛay⸗ 
cr vnderſtande the continuall deſtre of 
the harte, whiche is alwayes ſtrong, and 
hath his continuall motion in mannes 
mynde, Foz like as a man being bounde 
in pꝛiſon with waightie fetters of pꝛon, 
is compelled by the tedious weer yneſſe of 
thoſe. miſeries and afflictions whiche he 
indureth, vehemently to deſire, and cars 
neſlly ſeeke foz libertie, and pf her haue 
once concepued anpe maner of hope of 
his deliueraunce, he then inceſſauntiy 
longeth , wyſheth, and deſireth to be los 
ſed from thoſe paynefull bandes: Uerys 
lyc,euen fo every Chꝛiſtian man (which 
is not ignoꝛaunt, howe greuouſlye and 
fearcely he is inuaded and dayly aſſaul- 
ted by the fleſhe, the woꝛlde, and the De⸗ 
uyl, and howe diuers and manifolde mi⸗ 
* and calamities he ſuſtayneth in 
this 
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this vale of w2ctchednes,fohowe many, 
and therewyth howe greate perilles 
and dayly daungers his lyfe is ſubiec⸗ 
ted and ſette fo2th) is infoꝛced euery 
moment fo deſire the ayde and helpe ol 
GDD his grace , by the whiche, at the 
laſt: he being deliuered from thoſe ca⸗ 
lamities and greate euylles, maye aſ⸗ 
cende into the beautifull ſighfe and bc- 
holding of GO D him ſelfe, and the 
moſte happie fruition of euerlaſting fe- 
licitie. And this earneſt dere is in the 
Scripture oftentunes vnderſtanded foz 
à loude crye in the cares of Almightie 
GOD: As where the Pꝛophete ſayth, 


Deſiderum pauperum exaudiuit domi- Pſal.ix 


nus, GO D hath harde the vehement 
deſire of the phꝛe. Fo2 daubfleſe, the 
earneſt deſire of thoſe that bz vered and 
puniſhed in minde and ſoule, doth ſp&edy- 
lye bꝛeake in, aud maketh a ready way 
to the pzeſence of God him ſelfe, and 
rayſcth a wonderfull oufcry and noyſe 
into his eares : and therefoze foꝛaſmuch 
as ſuche and the lyke deſire neuer ceaſ- 
ſcth in the hartes of god men, but is 
conti⸗ 
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continually occupyed, and mooued by 
grace, ſv that they do alwayes deſpꝛe 
and long fo2 the ſuccour and ayde of 


God his mighte and power, and that 


whether they ſlepe, wake, eate, dꝛinke, oz 


S. Aug. in 
the. Cxxj. 

Epiſtle ad 
| + Pzoban, 


the. ix.chap 
ter. 


whatſoeuer thing els they do, theſe men 


may iuſtiy be tudged alwayes to pꝛap, 
and that without any intermiſſion. Foz 
the declaration whereof, Sainct Augr's 
ſtine ſayeth thus „ Sine intermiſsione 
orare, quid aliud eſt, quam beatam vi- 
tam, ſine intermiſʒione deſiderare. Semper 
hanc a domino deſideramus, & oramus 
ſemper, To pꝛape (ſayth he) withoute 
cealſing, what els is it, than inceſſaimt- 
lve to deſire of God to leade a god and 
honeſt Iyfe 7 Let vs alwayes craue and 
begge this grace of God, and then we do 
alwayes p2ay. Thus farre Saint Au⸗ 
guſtine. And without this hartte deſire, 
it is not any nopſe oꝛ ſounde of wo2des, 
be it neuer ſo long, that can ſtyꝛre vp the 
eares of almightie God. But pf that be 
feruent (although there be no ſounde of 
any one woꝛde harde) it doth moſt eaſt; 
ly penetrate, and obtayneth ——— 

| : Pe 
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lye a thzough and gratious audience, at 
the hande of God, as hall moꝛe largely 
and . playnely. be ſhewed. after warde. 
Mherefoze. whoſocuer ſhal in this wyſe 
vnderſtande the woꝛde ol our Sauiour 
afozeſayde, in my iudgemente, ſhall 
thinke moſte rightly, And in another 
ſence, a man can not eaſely conceyue 
howe he map, oꝛ is in any wiſe able cons 
tinually without ceaſſing to pꝛay: But 
by the feruencie of this deſire, whiche is 
neuer quenched - in the hartes ol god 
men, pꝛaper is alwayes and inceſſantly 
made befo2ze God, and we do confinu- 
ally knocke at the gates of the mercy of 
God, beaging.of him his grace and di- 
uine affiſtaunce, It is therfoze very true 

e Chꝛiſte dur Sanjour dpd faye, 


ortet ſemper orare, We'multe al- Luk.xvit; 


wapes p2ay, and neuer gene oner, And 
pet not ſo that we be alwayes fo 
utter any certayne pꝛaper, conceyued 
and made in any foꝛme of wozdes : but 
ſo that there paſſe no minute of time, in 
the which we do not deſire the ſaccour 
4 his grace, and the felicitie to com. 


| Agodly Treatiſe. | 
But fozaſmuche as occaſion ſerueth 0 
ſpeake ſomewhat moze of this matter 


after warde, if ſhal be god in the meant 


time to ſhe we fw2th cerfaine reaſons, dx 
the whiche (pf we apply ang diligence 
we may quicken our ſelues, when wee 
ware dul, and rayſe vp our myndes to 
pꝛaper, as oft as we lik. 


Te firit Reaſon. a 


D this one thing ought 
| \ fpeciallye fo mone vs to 
//denation , fozafmuche as 


that pf a man being ſette on an high 
place , be defirogs to pull vp an _ 
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chat ſfanveth farre vnder him, he. thꝛo⸗ 
weth ſtraight downe a rope vnto hym;, 
the whiche he pulleth vp agayne with 
all his might&; and by that meane at the 
laſte the other is dzawen vp; The lyke, 
and ſuche a rape o2 chayne dath holy 
Haina Denis call pꝛaper, whiche is ves 
ryly let downe from Peauen euen vnto 
bs, and by God him ſelfe faſtened vnto 
pur hartcs, 

And there is no man that pꝛapeth 
fruely and as he ought to do, but by the 
— — — almightie God, fo2 —— dur 

ues, as Saint Paule ſayth, we be not B- 
able, ſo mutche as to thinke a good if. Cos. il. 
thoughte, and therefoze' the godnes of 
God ſendeth downe his chapne vnto vs, 
to the ende that continualiye holding 
our hartes faſtened vnto the ſame, at the 
taſt wer miu be lyfted vp to heauen, vnta 
the pzeſence of our Loʒde God, But let 
bs open this matter in hande pet mo2e 
at length. When: a man ſhal with dili⸗ 
gent examinvtion ponder and waigh, 
on the one ſyde the exceeding geodnes, 
ritie, and niercyfulnes of God: 2 
other 
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other ſide, his owne weakenes,oreatne? 
ceſſitie, and extreme miſerpe, then can 
he not he but compelled cantinually to 
pꝛeſſe, laboure, and trauayle, to come ta. 
the pꝛeſente of the Lo2de God, his moſte 
gracious Creatour and his onely defen⸗ 
dour: Lyke as the king and P2ophete 
Dauid doth ſay, Quæſiui vultum tuum, 
vultum tuum domine requiram. haue 
ſought to come vnto thy ſight, O Lozde, 
to thy ſight, O Lozde, J wyll confinu- 
ally trauaple to attapne. And when he 
pertepueth and beleueth him ſelle to be 
nowe come and avmitted to the ſight of 
God, then vntoldeth he and layeth foꝛth 
his owone miſeries, then runneth he ta 
the remembꝛaunce of hys foꝛmer fer⸗ 
uent deſires:; then dothe he deuoutely 
and with a godly affection, bewayle hys 
owne ſkate, and then doth he crane with 
great compunttion of harte, and wyth 
plentie of bytter teares, begge of hys 
mercy, grace and confinuall aſliſtaunte, 
to helpe him in his great neede and ne- 
ceſſitie, not to leaue and foꝛſake him in 


trouble and aduerũtie, nn 
alſo 
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alſu to graunt him bis belpefull nude 
wherebp he myght in: al tunges leaf 
his diuine maieſty: and whils 
af this man is thus otcupied 
ther thing is he in hande w 
ta be hꝛawen vp to his Loe Godgby 
theabeine and rope of pꝛaver, then to he 
nited{w2tely. and made one with his 
maker and autour; then to- ioyne hu 
will and vnderſtanding with that in 


tompꝛebenſihle light ol the maieſſie af 
God- Mubat otber,/J ſay, then ta malie 


tdatat the laſt his ſault may be made 
ane with his loꝛd god, being (as _— 
linked together with that true golden 

cheyne of pꝛayer .o nome what maner 
of band p2aver: is. Q rope, moze then 
chepne to be with all mans 
d Affection ſought fo and; re 
' quired. NE of-lone, moſte ſw te 
and dele cable, who would not wing - 
N him ſelfe n —_— 

C.j. 
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With this moſte pleaſannt co2de 7Who 
_ not be harde bounde andfafined 

s ſo riche and noble a chapne ? Oꝛ 

oho woulde not with al the po⸗ 
wers of his ſoule ann body, wythe and 
deſtre to tepoſe him ſelfe in reſte and - 
quiet betwene the armes of ſo louing a 
Loꝛde and mightie king Donbtlefſes 
this onel y thought and meditation may 
farriſe, (if it be diligently. wapghed, fo- 
iowed, and conũdered, to quicken; in⸗ 
flame, and ſet on kyꝛe the vnlleft man, 
and moſt colde in vertue and deuotion, 
— — — ma 
Mace pꝛaper, ſpeciallye-'foz 
that euer man, be he neuer wortreme 
And wꝛetched a nner, mape and ought 
to hope alfuredly, that albeit the maie⸗ 
tie ol God is of a ſupereminent and vn⸗ 
ſpeakable dignitte, pet is he fo gractdus 
ſo mercyfull, and ſo mylde vnto man, 
that he refuſeth not to incline hismoſte 
pure and holy eares, vnto our pzophane 
and vncleane pzayers , ſo as we wante 
not a ſtedfaſte mynde to reſiſt ũnne und 
Lurietie. Fo; Cod is ſo redie, fo _ 
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naue, andiſo wel diſpdſedfo take mer⸗ 
ty on vs in that caſe, and dauth ſonintier⸗ 
le tone our ſoules, that albeit he be che 
ſup2enre mediato:, ruler, and only 102d 
and gouernour of the whole woꝛdde, and 
woe nothing but vncleane filthy duſt and 
moſte vyle aſhes, vet doth he not con⸗ 
temne dur pe and meane tate, no 
ſhunneth not vs, oz fleth from vs foz 
our fozmer euyls, ot the which we haue 
and do truely repent vs, be they nouet 
ſo great, but is foꝛthwith attentiue,. and 
geueth eare to our pitiful lamentatian, 
wapling, and ſozawfull: ſighing, is mos 
ued with our teares, hath compaſſion of 
our miſeries, condeſtendeth to our peti⸗ 
cions-y2a ⁊ alſo (which much moꝛe is) 
doth pzeuent cur requeſt with his grace 
infomach that befqze we begin to-p2ay, 
he mouetht᷑ ſtireth vs vp vnto the ſame. 
O ineſtimable charitie of our L od god, 
O clemencie incomparable, Dur Loꝛde 
God is ſo farre in loue with our ſoules, 
that he ſtudieth howe he may moſt plea- 
ſantip inuitet allure vs, and labozeth by 


al meanes to dziue vs to attende geue 
C. q. our 
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our ſelues ouer to the contemplation g 
beholding of his:beautyful lighte and 
bzyghtne lle, to taſte the ſauour of his 
wonderful ſwerteneſſe, to imbꝛace the 
aboundaunce of his plentyfultiberalis 
fpeakable pleaſures-of his gloꝛiout fare; 
howe w2eftched be. they that la⸗ 
bout not to their power to be dꝛawen 
in this pullye and tome at this cat? And 
hows muche mo2e miſerable are thoſe, 
Which beeing once dꝛawẽ into that moſt * 
pleaſaimt way, walke not in the ſame, 
and folowe not it? But howe farre moſt 
wietched of al other, und vnhappie be 
they, which after al thole callinges and 
dzawing of the grace of God, do wyl⸗ 
liugty vzawe backe,refuſe the cal, ſtriue 
and rebel agaynſt the vnſpeakable cle- 
mencie of our fo gracious andalmigh- 
tis Loꝛde God? Thus muche touching 
| nnen. 
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it fri — _ 


5 6 Ze Meat. 


ns io In 


1 Ae an ather Teaen, 
| 75 whiche mays aftlanes 
moue and ſtyzrel eure 
2 77 N myndes to paper ©&5 
==> apparaunt and :weliane- 
hen that the paincipatand cheeſe. od⸗ 
nes belonging toman,1s.calledx ex 
med the true perfenion ot eternal febiei⸗ 
e which is appoynted bg ad vn 
— bis taſte. ande. But us may 
can be able tom eath and atteyus ta bis 
ende, without ſuche oꝛdinarie meanes 
as God hath appoynted to — 
the fame, And amongeſt many aher 
meanes there be two liche if a man 
onte perfealy hae abteyned; he ſhall 
nat lightly want the reit, which be allo 
neceſſarie fo2 the ohteyning ol this hea- 
titude: and thoſe veryly be pꝛayen and 
god wozkes. In thoſe two meanes we 
roahe in the Aces of the Apoſties, that 
C. iij. Coꝛ⸗ 


 Actes,r, Wa by the Aungel of God 
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Coꝛnelius the Centurion was molke 


com t the whiche he ſo 
8 it he was un Eth⸗ 


nicke and infidel, — was it ſayde vnto 


un & eleemoſine tue , aſcenderunt in 
memanam coram deo : Thy Hers 
arm alirtes deedes haue aſce ae hey 
at of Wod, and are 
Meletuꝛe he that wyl exerciſe ht a 
:iwthede two, that is to ſay, in pꝛaier 
god wozkes,ho that ftirely —— . 
the relt;whirh be the dther guxdes to v⸗ 
ternalb felicitie: N Gods--wyll is, 
that we ſhauid humiliate and ds iott our 
ſetues tw the night or his maieVy, viterly 
ronfeling unn acknotwledging that of 
nur done er and ſtrength it is vn⸗ 
poſſible wondd do wel, but that 
a gd lyfe (whiche is rontinued in the 
pꝛaaiſe of god wozkes) is to be traued 
at his hande by continual pzapor.! And 
that by theſe meanes'we may at the lat 
aſcende and conte vnto this lait appoins 
ted ende foꝛꝝ man, which is eternal feli⸗ 
ritie with God. And therfoze,fozaſmuch 
| FE _ 
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aa without the benefite comming ot the 


to this appointed laſt ende foz man, and 
alſo that the grace a god life can in no 
Wiſe be obtrined without p2ayer,J cay- 
clude; that if we minde nat to fall 
Frequent this pꝛaper. And nowe let yo 


donktedly he knoweth that either A hal 
de ſaued in iov # felicitie, 02 danmad to 
I to p2ay fo2 that A am alreanp aſſured 
of; and ſhal haue it without any maner 
ol p2 xyer, eut᷑ only by theffect of the pꝛe⸗ 


ſcience ot God, whiche-can not be detei⸗ 
ned. On the other fide,if he by his fozes 


knowledge pertevue me to NE 
me 


nop2aiers in the wozldare able 
C. iiu. 


uvſe of god wazkes; no man atteyneth - 


thought oz done hy man; And nowe vn⸗ 


1 


2 
4 
_— 


x! 
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-nie;fozaltinehvvhiop:clcience.camnof 
che dilappopnten v2 chunngede Uſeryly, 
this croked dilemma, oꝛ falſe fubtyle ar- 
amend, hath ſedied very manpybut 
howe very a fophiltttal fullax it ia me 
Yuen anddeclare afterward much 

r, eb we da ſirſt make p:wfe;howe 
Ine argument is 'vtterly: vayde}, 

| ndeth not,1192 hath:any confequency, 
| inball other whiche daplydd 
6 A notable Di n —— $ bnto vs. Arta en 
| example | Be tRuCis'Lpenwith.any arte 
agaynſt nes, hal he avmitto wd Phi- 
| reaſoning Keke de applxes and muniſto en into 
| - ofthe pze: him, aying, Godknowethdefozt whi- 
Tence of Ke chal recouer heulth oz dye ? Jr he 

| God, | the firſt; then never J no philicke, 
"fo withont doubte J ſhalt be-heates 

an man er of meditine, onetp 

e as the nowledgt of; GD 
8 dect yued: Vut ifhe know 


_ thal perthvandvye of this ficks 
wall! my — 


3 


Agodly Treatiſe, 


very argument, al the arte ot Phiſicke 
-and benefite thereol deſtraped: Let vs 

pꝛoue how wel it wyl ſtande in an d- 
ther. The huſband man wyl ap, J whl 
not ſoweztyl,and huſbande: my ground, 

KknowethnotGDD whether this ſtelde 
hall: without my latmur being favth 
plentie of fruitr yea oꝛ nay : But vf he 
knowe it fhal to do, then utedeth it not 

my trauayle and papnefuil huſban⸗ 
ding: Mother wiſe, J ſhal hut labour in 
vayne; And vy this argument deſtrop 
alſp at manen of huſbandaie, and tylthe 
ofthe er. The line ſaceeſfo.and rom 
tiuſionThatbe founde:1inatothericampa- 
riſons unt y he in the ſame maner ſoz- 
ted ⁊ compared together. an — 
bytheſe it is very apparaunt and 
feſt, that: thefirb ſuppoſed — of 
no validitie, hut vtterbefalſe and dereit⸗ 
full: Foz if it might be true; then were 
it by the ſame reaſan neyther nerdefull 
noꝛ wyſedome foꝛthe ſicke toſicke phi⸗ 
ficke,no2 the huſbande man ta labour to 
manure and £yll his grounde. Where- 
foze,as the hulbande man map 3 

j 1 2 
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£02 fruite of his ſieldes except he tyl and 
fowe,neyther pet the ficke man atteine 
dis health extept he be tontent tofolow 
the aduice tf his phiſition: Euen ſo can 
no Chziſtian man atchieue the fruition 
of perfect felicitie, vuleſle he frſte haue 
the grace of Cod to lpue wel, and there⸗ 
vnto can he not at any time come with- 
out the helpe and mean of continual x 
fapthful pꝛayer: And like as we do moſt 
-commonity ſee foꝛ trueth, that thoſe ſicke 
men muſt nedes peniſhe that refuſe the 
medicines, caunſel & adtuiſe of their phi- 
ſttions, and that thoſe fes be without 
-alldoabtobarreyneandfruitieffe-which 
want manuring and god hauſdandizng: 
Euen ſo muy we be weltaCured,: that 
without pꝛaper e g wozkes, it is not 
pcſlihte fo vt obfeyne- euertaſting 
felicitie. And thereloze, albeit that God 
hath oꝛde ned that eternal beatitude, as 
the lupꝛeme e laſt ende to all god nien, 
yet was it not his wyt that man ſhould 
atteyne vnto the lame, but by ſuche iuſt 
mcanes as he had appoyntrd.And ther 
done tilt and pzincipally,if a man by 
no 
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not firſt begin with a god lyfe; let him 
neuer loke to end with that glozy which 
is to come; and therewith: let no man 
thinke fo obteyne the grace to lyue wel, 
-except he doi by dayly and; continuall 
"P2AYCT,crawe Ebenge the ſame of Gad. 
Begin therfoze we ymlfe with pꝛayer, 
from the whiche no donhte wyl folowe 
gd lyfe, by the whiche we hall at the 
laſte be bꝛought to the gloꝛious blilſe of 
-heanen;eurnvnfo the pꝛeſent ũght and 
-Fruitjon ot che onmipotent -majcttie of 
-God him ſolfe;the want whereof is the 
znoſt extreme loſſe and miſerie, whiche 
doch moſt man ifeſtlyappeare by the vn⸗ 
ſatiable dere of our mindes. Foꝛ w 
ſerke in euery toꝛner a felititie whiche 
7 may ſatiſtp vs and fulfil our deſires, and 
we foliſhly thinke that it may be gotfen 
eyther of woꝛldly pleaſures, of rychea, 
of honours,o; at the lenſt, of them al ioꝝ⸗ 
ned together, whereby it foloweth, that 
e neuer make an end indeſiring and 
ſteking foꝛ them, yea x fo2 the getting of 
them groweth the diſturbance of al god 
oꝛders, and the confuſion of al — 
20 
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thꝛough tho woꝛlde: Ahd'pet:ivhen we 
haut them ythere is nothing an them 
that can bg is able to ſafiffie nur minds, 
foꝛaſmuche us they be with none other 
thing latil ſlor, ſawing only the ſupzeme 
felicitie and xlozy ol God. Nane we nut 
way —— — 
wapes 
the beholdengeand fruition t thib ioye 
—— —— — 
perpetualicakim(- 


We fübpꝛrtentiꝝ into 
kie and naterte ? Wut ſwalmuthe as 
viily red und hilarud high lay to 
vs to that idurnt yes ebene and deck 
ard the onty way to gad lylv in piaper, 
it followettiy neceſſarily;thac all thoſe 
chat are; loch! and unwilling to 
and lot that mati happte tu 
'willtaglye: frequent and npplye them 
ſelues to this ayde pure and tonti⸗ 
ntrai pꝛayor Andithis mayuoweſuffiſe 
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The third Reafo ti 


28 „On a thirde nde i 
RX. ſhalt marue vlouſty moue 
K >) vs, if we do call to our 
b . 2 romemb2aunce that ws 
Le Pp be put in minde and cũ⸗ 
— maunded by the mouth 
of chi him elfe, tu be alwayes ready 
and willing to pꝛap, in theſe his woꝛds, 
Oportet ſemper orare. oz who was 
better able directlp to inſtruc vsin thoſe 
thinges that ſhoulde further our ſalua⸗ 
tion, then God the ſonne of almightie 
God the father, in whom the ſame God b 
the father hath repoſed the treaſures. of 
his wiſedome and knowledge, and who 
he ſent downe into the woꝛlde, to this 
ende, to ſhewe the ſame whole woꝛlde 
a right wap to heauen? D2 who coulde 
with greater zeale and moꝛe ear neſt al⸗ 
fection ; ſtudie to teache vs che fame 
wape, than he that fo2 the vnſpeakable 
loue whiche-ho did beare vnto —_— 
SO, ingly 


Luke. xj, 
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lingly ſuſteyned the moſte bitter, ſhame⸗ 
fall, and hazrihle death dr the Groſſe 2 
And he did not onely admoniſhe vs of 
the neceſſitie of continual pꝛaper, but 
he did alſo pꝛomiſe that we ſhould? obs 
teyne any thing that by true z earneft 
p2ayer we ſhould require,faying, Petite 
& accipietis, querite & inuenietis, pulſate 
& aperietur vobis: Aſke and pe ſhall 
haue, ſecke and ve ſhal finde, knocke and 
it ſhal be opened vnto vou. This pꝛo⸗ 
miſe was made by the mouth of Jeſus 
Ch:ift the ſonne of God, who is trueth 
it ſelfe, c ſeduceth no man: Let vs ther⸗ 
fo:e with an aſſured confidence appꝛoch 
vnto the thꝛone ot his great clemencie, 
where we may both dayly pꝛay foz the 
grace to line and du wel, and alfo foz a 
conſtant vnmoueable perſeueraunte in 
god wozkes, nothing doubting but he 
wyl muche moze liberally imparte the 
ſame vuto vs, than we can be able eys 
ther to require o2thinke of. Mherefoꝛe 
fo:aſmuche as he hath taught vs the nes 
ceſſitie of pzayer, and that we muſt al⸗ 
wayes continue in the ſame , no man 
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ought to doubte, but that accozding fo 
his leſſon, the ſame is foz vs moſte ne⸗ 
tellary and expedient. Andtherefd2e it 
is fo requiſite foꝛ vs Chiſtian men that 
wander amongeft: the miſeries of this 
woꝛlde, farre from the fate of our Loꝛde 
God, to obey, folo we, and pꝛactiſe this 
healthfull and pꝛoſitabie conunaunde⸗ 
ment of out Dauiour Chzift; that whos 
ſoeuer determineth with him-ſelfe,thaf 
he wyll not pzay, oz maketh an obiecte 
and let in his owne minde agaynſt pꝛa⸗ 
yer, finneth damnablye and to death: 
vea and he that is ouer negligent to fre 
quent pꝛaper, hauing often opoztunitie, 
and ſpecially ſ&ing the peryi of his ſal- 
uation to./drpende thereon, that negli⸗ 
gence map be deadlp,albeit negligence 
in his owe ſence and vnderſtanding is 
no mortal crime, but leffe oꝛ greater ac⸗ 
coding to the qualitie thereof, But yk 
wc wonlde ſome what moze diligentlye 
ſearch foꝛth and diſcuſſe the perfectmea- 
ning of the afozeſapd woꝛdes of Chaiff, 
wer ſhoulde playnely ſ&. howe greate 
thonecellitie of pzaper is. Doubtlefſe 
*J 


the. 
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the health ol every Ch:iftiandependeth 
p2inctpally-of God, ot whom ot netrſlitis 
(ar hath bene ſayde) enery man muſte 
require the nme. And becauſe this dur 
health may be euer moment in daun 
ger, and that there is no man whiche is 
not bounde ta pꝛouide and take care foꝛ 
his owne health: It foloweth neteſlari⸗ 
lp, that encry moment wer haue pꝛeſent 
nede to pzap and call to G. Foz inaſ⸗ 
muche as aur health can nepther be ob⸗ 
tepned noz continued at anꝝ other hand 
than by G D him ſelfe, it appeareth 
what nerde we haue tuntinuallye to 
exalte our eyes to heauen, and alwapes 
our hartes to God, and that nat only foz 
our ſelues, but alſd fo the health ang 
wel dwing of aur neighbours, whiche 
we are alſa bounde to dw. Foz lyke as 
euerꝝ man is baunde fo ſuttour his net 
bour when he ſeeth him trauayled with 
pouertie and nuiſerie, and ſuche other 
wantes in his body: Euen ſo is he much 
moe bounde, when he ſeth any peril x 
Joffe ipke ta fat to his ſoule, and the im⸗ 
unnent manpfeſt daunger ct; 
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df the ſpiritual health, and comfozt ther- 
of, But nowe ſpectally' there lyeth vp- 
pon vs a much areater-neceſſity of pzay- 
er then ener befoze;ſcing the time ſo ful 
of daungera, the number of ſinners ſo 
wonderfully increaſed vpon the earth, 
and. ſo great an increaſe of ſinne and 
wickednes, in our age, as hath not heres 
totoꝛe bene ſeene. Foz now in this w2et- 
ched time and age we line in, finnesbe 
reiopſed at, as though they were awd 
derdes, and honeſt wozkes are eſteemed 
foꝝ great ſinnes and env2mities,nowas 
it wel done and commendable ta ſinnez 
and contrary. great ſinne and ſhame to 
do wel. Mo be vnto vs, that be bozne 
— in this wꝛetched time, in the 

whiche (J ſpeake it not without ſoꝛowe 
and teares) whoſocuer (being indued 
with anp3cale towardes the honour of 
God) ſhall caſte his eyes vn thoſe men 
and women, whithe nowe liue and re⸗ 
mayne, ſhalt eaſily be moued to lamen⸗ 
tation and mourning, beholding euery 
thing fourned* and turmopled vpſide 


downe. The moſte beautifull ozder of 
D.j. vertue 
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vertue and honeſtie, vtterly deſtropey 
and confounded,] and che liuelp lighte 
and example ot honeſt liuing clereiyex⸗ 
tinguiſhed, banyſhed, and put out ot me⸗ 
moꝛie and al knowledge: And aimoſte 
none other thyng nome leite in the 
Churche of Chꝛiſte, but eyther manifeſt 
iniquitie, oꝛ counterfeiteholyneſle; Foz 
now amongſt the nnniſters of the ſame 
Churche, the great light of their exam⸗ 
ple in vertuous and holy liuing, is al⸗ 
malt vtterly extinct, who were wonte; 
and in derde ought ſtyl, lyke lightes to 
the maꝛlde, ta ſhine in vertue and ganlp⸗ 
nes, and ſhould ſhewe them ſeines ta all 
men, as ſpectactes:wozthy the beholding 
and ſet to the ſhewe vpon an highehyll, 
and like the bꝛignt candle ſet vppon and 
aboue the buſhell and not Hydden and 
vnwoꝛthy at ſight. And now there craw 
meth no light from them, bat: rather an 
hoꝛrible myſtie tloude o2 darke igno⸗ 
raunce, and a peſtilent infection therin, 
with the which innumerabite being dend 
ly infected, are daply daawen to their de⸗ 
— O E - mr _ 


A godly Treatiſe. 


time aſt. waꝛthy be mayling, into the 
which maſt vnfoꝛtunate ly our acare and 
holꝝ matber the Churche; the ſyouſe ot 
hilt, is fallen, whiche doth wits 
= — — moſte fa lug Chyile bloud of 
r moſte 
Pea, and x | nan 
nothing regardeth noꝛ reputeth of any 


compel ds, being. hummed in . 
and truely penitont in hart and ſonſe, (a 
knockeand beate with violent and con⸗ 
tinual fapthful pꝛayars: the gates of the 
merop of God, not fo gur ſelues alone, 
hutoto xecouer both our obne health. 
add aur neiahbours, whom wee maye: 
noweſe ſtanding in a moſte miſerable. 
cauditian and ſtate, haquaht to extreme 
netaſſitte, + being nowe in the pꝛeſent 
perill and almoſt vnauoydable daunger 
of the loſſe at their ſoules, and recougs 
er eee none 75 * but * 

* . by 
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dy continuall and effectual pꝛaper, ſo⸗ 
rowefullpe and hartply requyʒing the 
amd os. e e e Nes 
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t — Inallye, the fot and 
(x Y taſtzeaſon map be in this 
wie deduced: There li⸗ 
5 aeth no man ct the ſub⸗ 
a ante. of the commune 
luyli fleſh, that hath not 
unnts and is allured he ſhall ſinno a⸗ 
gayne, The which beeing true, it chal be 
very neceſlary vnto vs, ſoꝭ either oł both 
theſe faultes, to inuocate and ca dpon 
dur almightte and moſt merciful Lozde 
Cod, with continnal pꝛayers, not onely 
to foꝛgiue and pardon our fo imer Manes 
and offenc es paſſed, but alſo that by his 
— apde t almighty ce, 
we fal not agapne, either in the — 
others, by the-occaſion wherof we might 
incurre and fall into ay 
ng 
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lafting payne and puniſhment, And firſt 
there is no man that knoweth him ſelfe 
to haue ſinned, which is aſſured and cer⸗ 
tapyne that he hath as vet recouered the 
kfauaur ol God, excepte the ſame be by 
ſome meanes reuealed to him he God: 
.of the whiche thing Salomon w2yteth 
thus, in his Woke. named kccleſiaſtes: 
Sunt iuſti & ſapientes, & opera eorum in 
manu dei, & tamen neſcit homo vtrum 
amore vel odio dignus fit, ſed ommia in 
futurum reſeruantur incerta: There be 
(fayth he) both wiſe and iuſt men, and 
the doinges of them remayne in the 
hande of God, and pet knoweth no man 
whether he ſtande in the grace oꝛ indig⸗ 
nation of God. But al thoſe iudgemen⸗ 
tes be reſerued in the ſecret knowledge 
of him ſelfe vnto the ende. And to this 
ende be al mens deedes reſerued to the 
laſt iudgement of god; becauſe there can 
nothing be hidden, couered, oꝛ kepte ſe- 
crete, neyther ſhal the leaſt thought be 
vnknowen vnto that ſeuere Judge, that 
euer crept into the ſoule of man. But al- 
brit no man can be aſſured by his owne 


Eccle.ix. 
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knowledge in this tate of life; that he 
' ſfandeth and teniaineth in the fauour or 
God, vet by ebrfaiyhe contecterts he may 
alluredly belceue it, ſpecially it he uno 
him ſelfe fre from any deadly unne, of 
che whiche he huth not already repented 
'Him ſelfe, and kyther confeſled him ſolfe, 
oz eis purpoſeth aſſuredly to: confeſfe 
the ſame to his ghoſtly father in time 
conuenient: And therewith if he finde 
him ſelfe apte, ready, and willing to the 
ding of thoſe thinges, where with God 
his honour may be aduaunced, yt he de⸗ 
light in hearing or the holy and ſacred 
woꝛde of God read and pꝛeached, yf he 
ſeke to be often pꝛeſent at the diuine 
ſeruice and pꝛayſe geuing to the name 
of God: And finallp, if he intende as far 
fo:th as he may, to abſtayne and flee 
from thencefazth, from al contagious 
co2ruption of inne: Ueryly this man 
may aſſuredly belene that he is and con⸗ 
ſiſteth in the ſtate of grace, and in the fa- 
uour of God, But to knowe this allu⸗ 
redly no man ſhal be able, except he be il⸗ 
luminate with ſome other ſpeciall * 
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vfkmiwvledgeandreuelation, And ther- 
Toze: fv) this cauſe it hal ue neceffary £d2 
all men to rontepne and kerpe them 
ſeſues within thectamttes 4 boundes of 
ſonis beuerent fru and to continue 
knotk ing at the gates of the mercy: of 
God by impoꝛtune pꝛaper, trauapling 
foʒ his grate and fauour. And this feare 
is taught and perfwaded vnto vs by ha⸗ 


Propiciatu peceatorum noli eſſe ſine me- 
cu: Ws not out of feare, and altogeather 
ractlefte of thy mines foꝛgiuen. And 
ſurei this feare ſhall dm ſo muche g wd 
tu man, that if the ſozowehechathalredy 
taken foz ſinne, be nat ſufficient, nowe 
the godnes of God allowing this reue⸗ 
rent feare, actepting the feruent pꝛap⸗ 
er that groweth from the ſame, it ſhall 
plentifully ſatiſũe ⁊ appeaſe: the wꝛath 
vf God, foz all aut i nnes and affences 
agaynſt him. But it me did graunt that 
there were ſome mam that had aſured 
knowledge of the full and abſolute fa2- 
giuenes ot his nnes, and that heknew  - 
him ſelle nawe prrfeaty reconſiled to 
9h D. iiu. God, 


i :Sawture, where it is waitten; Lx Eccle. b. 
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Gad; and admitted to his fauoure, pet 
bath he god cauſe ta feare, leaſt by fone? 
euil happe, he do fal from that ſtate, foꝛ/ 
 afmuch as there is na man ſo eſtabliſhed 
in the grare of Gan, hut it is poCible he 
may fal from the ſame: Foz the iche 
cauſe Saint Paule wziteth to the No⸗ 
altum ſapere, ſed time: Be it ſo that. thou 
be ffrong in faith, vet be not thou pʒoudt 
and: high minded therefo2e , but feare. 
Whiche is as muche as if he had ſayde, 
a man perceyue him ſelfe-by his faſte 
fayth to ſtande in the fauour of Gad, let 
him not therefoꝛe pʒeſume ouermuche 
of himſelfe, but rather feare and miſtruſt 
his ownefrailnes, fozaſmuch as he may 
eaſply fall from the ſame perfection of 
grate and the fauour of God, Foz in 
this life no man ought to warrant and 
aſſure him ſelfe, and ligne thereby out of 
feare, whiche is alſo hy the ſame Apoſtle 
teſtiſted in his Epiltle to the Co2inthi- 
ans, Qui ſc exiſtimat Rare, videat ne cas 
dat, e that ſuppoſeth him ſelfe (ſayeth 
he) to ſtande faſte and ſure, let him take 
god 
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© god herde, and be well ware that he 
Tall not. MIherefoꝛe it ſhal be neceſſarie 
fo2 vs to eleuate and lyfte vp both our 
eyes and handes to wardes heauen, and 
demaunde of God by inceſſaunt pꝛaper, 
that it woulde pleaſe him to graunt vn⸗ 
td vs the grate of perſeuerauntce, to con⸗ 
tinue in the exerciſe and obſeruation of 
his wyll and pleaſure, leaſt that by the 
faynting and fayling therein, we might 
after fall from that our foꝛmer happie 
fate of hig. grace and fauour. Foꝛ we 
do reade ofmany,which lately ſtode like 
mightie pillers in the Churche of God, 
and ſhined therein like lightes appoyn- 
ted to beautiſie the ſame, gliſtering ther⸗ 
in with the wonderful bꝛightnes of ver- 
tue and holpnes: But foz that they con- 
tepned not them ſelues within the li⸗ 
mittes of reuerent and humble feare, 
they fell downe headlong into the bot- 
tomleſſe pitte of al euyl and miſchiefe, 
not onelpe to their owne harme and 
ſhame, but with the hurt and deſtruction 
_ of many others, whiche thing (were 
it not that J ſhoulde be — 

un 


— 
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mighte confirme by the teſtimonies of 
many, as wel holy doctours;.as credible 
Hiſtoꝛiographers. But to dur purpoſe, 
'by thut whiche is already ſayde, it is 
pla pne andapparannt pnough, that eue⸗ 
ry man hath needs to pꝛap continuallp, 
as well to obtayne pardon and foꝛgine⸗ 
nes ol his ſinnes paſt, as to auoyde the 
porillous daungers of ſuche eupllos as 
be imminent towardes hum. And nowe 
(as 3 ſuppaſe) it is ſuſticient to haue re⸗ 
membꝛed theſe foure reaſons to pꝛout 
the necellitis of pꝛaxer. Me wyl thers- 
foꝛe ateoꝛding as we tofozc haue pꝛomi⸗ 
ſed in the ſeconde part, ſomething ſay ol 
the great fruite and wonderful commo⸗ 
ditie that groweth to man by pzaper, 
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«Of the three cheefe and 


principal fruites of Prayer. 


r UL albeit thoſe rea- 
q {cans befoze mentioned 


Aolv, dull and vnapt to'perfourme'this 
bonde of dusly. The cheele cauſe why,is, 
bceanſe they doo not taſt noꝛ ſatiour the 
pleaſauntrieſſe whiche many vertucus 
deuout men many times do fele in pꝛay 


er. And thoy wyl ſay, that willingly ther 


would pꝛav, ſo as they might once taſt of 

p ſwertnes which they heure ſome other 

do finde in pꝛaper. But theſe men remẽt⸗ 

ber nat, that the I wertnes of pꝛayer can 
not be had where pꝛaier is not, x therfoꝛe 
to be dbteined by frequent vle therofbe- 
foꝛe then aſter ward they map aſſured- 
ly lone ſoꝛ the pleaſant ſwrtenes which 
grolweth therby. And in dede it is p lung 
vſe r dailp continuance of pꝛayer, which 
bzingeth fozth this delight ald zeſaid inÞ 
| minde 
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minde of man, like as long continued 
walking doeth bꝛerde vnto the bodye 
warmth and heate. Foz lyke as he that 
goeth a whyle bp anddowne, and wal⸗ 
keth fozwarde and backwarde, here and 
there, after ſome motion of his body, at 

the laſt feeleth heate: euen fo after that 
a man hath long vſed and acquaynted 
him ſelfe with pzayer,there groweth in 
bis ſoule a certayne ſpiritual ſwetenes 
and heauenly delectation;wherewith he 
is beyonde meaſure rauiſhed and plea- 
ſed, But albeit that euery man that 
it: ꝛapeth, attayneth not in his pꝛaper to 


— 02 com: this pleaſauntnes, vet is he not vtterly 
modities offruſtrate and vopde of other frattes and 


great connnodities whiche he maye ga- 
ther by pꝛaper. Foz there be thzee ſoztes 
of fruites pꝛincipally growing vnto 


1. man by payer. And the firſt is the me⸗ 


rite it ſelfe, whiche God hath pꝛomiſed 


2. to graunt foꝛ pꝛapers ſake. The ſeconde 


is the obteyning the thing whiche we 
rearneiſſiy dere in our pzayer, And the 
thirde is the feeling of that wonderfull 


8 whiche groweth to many 
men 
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men in the time of their pꝛayer: whiche 
ther kindes of fruites be ſo diuers, that 
a man maye eaſyly obteyne the fyzite of 

them, wanting both the laſt. Foꝛ a man 
may by pꝛaper pꝛocure fauour and res 
warde at Gods hande, and yet not ob⸗ 
tepne the thing whiche in his pzayer he 


requireth. As Sainct Paule tonfeſleth ij. Coꝛ.xij. 


dim ſelfe to haue pꝛaped thꝛiſe vnto god 
to'take fram him the concupiſcence oz 
rebellion of his fleſhe,wherwith he was 
greeuoullp afflicted , and vbtayned not 
his requeſt therein: And pet it is cer⸗ 
tayne and ſure, that he loſternot the re⸗ 
warde and merite of his gun und : god⸗ 
lyc-pzayer/ Agayne, the two fyꝛſt maye 
doth be had, and the thirde pet not ob- 
teyned, as when we ſee many whiche 
make humble requeſt to O ud foʒ the foꝛ⸗ 
geuenes of their ſinnes, obte ne both 
n ol god, whiche they require, and 
'beſives that, are aſſured of the rewarde 
at Gods hande (foz that: God wozkes 
accozding to his pꝛomiſe) and foz all 
this,are not alwayes refreſhed with the 
ſpiritual toy and pleaſure of their _ 
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Idꝛ the Publicane-of whont Ch2iff mas 
keth mention in the:Goſpel:;'when he 
beeing in the Temple pꝛaying, required 
with al humility fo2ginenes:ofbigfinne: 


| Luk. xbitl. and wickednes, ſaying, Deus propitins 


the reward at pꝛayer, asalſs.fo2givenes:. 


eſto mihi peccatori a Ood be mercyfull 
vnto me a finer: obteyned noth as wel 


of his ſinne; Deicendit enim iuſtiſicatus 
imdomum ſunm: He vth tha 
tert) tulfified inta his owne houſe· But 
we reade nat in an place, that he in 
that action recegued any ſpirituall tom⸗ 
fozt: 02 conſatiun in his harto a ſoule. 
At is therefoꝛe àpparunte that thaſe 
fruites be ſa apners, that the da not at 
all times happen altogeather ta wur 
in pzayer;: But to the ende that it man 
be moꝛe playnly ſtene and pere dun 
of howe greate-excellencie any one of 
theſe is, we -wyl ſpeake ſomewhat . 
every one of them apart, and fit what 
is the re warde az merite of pzayer, » -. 


-: Cor 


2 
_— 
's 
1 
a + 


Of the rf fruite of ah; yer, 


i Were merits and rewarde 
1 — for the ſattie2 Juen. fy 
© $7.54 3601 16305.955 21 2033, ohh In 10 
<7 A Ve firſt mute of p2aps 
er we cal merite oz 
N * 1595 7 reliarde pꝛumiſed by 
© DEA End both ta and fo2 
NY — the fate: ud pet 
7 72 A mind 2 nat that encs 
he rymtrit would here⸗ 
by be vnderſtanded, but onecly that whi⸗ 
the is recomnpenſedby eſſential te warde 
(as thep call it) imhenuan uf this 
thing wee be right ſurr oh that no mum 
be he riener ſo græenous a ſinuer, can it 
terid want all naner of mer ite dt his 
p2aper;but he ſhal be rewarded aß Geds 
dane, either in this pꝛeſent wonld with 
ſome tempozab beniefites; o2 atthedenf; ' 
his paynes aſapunithinetttsſhabbe:the 
dello areettatis in the woꝛld ſuvome: Nut 
as foꝛ the gio vol Meauen, he. hall met 
(ds to that):obtaync the leaſt tt oa 
poꝛtlon thereof: dz that re warde 
delongeth to no man, bunte hym 
Whale pzaver ſpꝛingeth frum the * | 


. Agodly. Trexriſ. 
ofperfec charitie, that is to — that 
is already by charitie in the grate and 
fauour of almightye God, when he pꝛap⸗ 
eth. And'therefoze whoſcenty Deſireth 
not to bedefrauded of this rep ard, hath 
firſt fo care and labour-diligently that 
charitie haue ſyaſt rote in his harte and 
ſouleʒ; whiche her ing ſo, than is not only 
his pꝛaper to he iubged meritozious,but 
alſo euer p other dede he doth, pꝛoceeding 
from the fame rate and foundation. 

the moꝛe it hath. of. charitie; the 
muſte the merite bie. As thus: 

are moſte wozthy re warde at the 
hande of God, that moſt earneſtly pꝛaꝝ 
vnto him faz the well ding. of their 
enemies, and enyl wyllers, fozafmuche 
as that kinde of payer pzocedeth of ſo 
high a degree of Chꝛiſtian char itie. And 
thereloꝛe it ſhail be expedient ſoʒ him 
that loketh fo2'anyfuche rewarde or his 
panper, to ſtudye ſpectally nat to want 
perfect —— to ſap, to be when 
he pꝛayeth in the fauour of God, & ſtate 
of grace; the whiche thing as great as it 
is, vet map it be moſte eaſplp of euery 
. man 
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man obfeyned, be he neuer ſo greenous 
a ſinner, as Saint Chꝛiſoſtome doth at 
large affirme, wꝛiting vpon the Goſpel 
of Saint John, ſaying thus: That man 
which deũreth to be in that ſtate, let him 
but repent and retur ne from ſinnes, 
purpoſe aſfuredly with himſelfe ta leade 
a ne we life in folowing of Jeſus Chaift, 
and he is euen then of a ſinner made 
righteous, and hath this charitie ſo ac 
ceptable to God, and conſequentliy (her- 
ing thus inſtiſted) pꝛayeth in the fauour 
of God and ſkate of grace. Whiche;fay- 
ing of Saint Chzyſoſtome may well:be 
confirmed by the Pꝛophete Ezethiel, 
who from the mouth of God him ſelfe 
pꝛomiſeth, that in what houre neuer a 
ſinner ſhal mournt᷑ in hart foꝛ his nm 
and euyl lyfe; al tho ſame wyl Gbdibas 
uer with obliuion, and ttomozereinent- 
ber them to puniſhe the ſame. Omnium 
iniquitatem eius non vecordabor: Adu 
not (ſapth the Pꝛophet in the perſan ol 
God) remember agayne oꝛ take venge 
aunce of any ot his innen. Blit we may 
be — a 
2 85 J. 
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by none other meanes blotted out and 


remdued from tho ſight of God and his 


remembꝛluunce, but by the gyffes of his 
grace a perfect charitte; By the meanes 
oftho which it is wꝛought, that the ſin⸗ 
non ſwhich is returned and fledde from 
his ſinne, that is to ſay, which is hartyly 
And truelp penitent foꝛ his foꝛmer euyl 
ine, beeing nowe wholly: bꝛoughte to 
Hambte : obedience unto the wyll of 
¶hꝛiſte is truetp iudged to be nowe pla⸗ 
ted in the ſtate of grate and charitie. 
Whherfo2e, fozaſmuche as repentaunce 
andi amendement of dur fozmer euyls, 
andi the mutation and chaunge af gur 
ia life, depie nde partlp of our owne 
gab ubiche is frie tu euer man; and 
parthzof the helpe of he grate of God, 
whiche is den od ta no man, but him 
chat hath not that god iupl and dere 
afoꝛeſapde, to traue the ſame: it ſhab be 
borpFaſyfo2 euery ſinner, by thoſe mea 
nenptuen in a moment, tobe made of a 
ſiuner, iuſt and riguteous, o as he cffec- 


tua wl and intende the ſame; and 


—_— 11 a ſtadfaſt : hope in the 
mercy 
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mercy and godnes of God. And there- 
foze whoſoeuer intending to pꝛap, eft- 
ſones renueth and refrcſheth his fayth 
in Chꝛiſte Jeſus, and deteſting the fyl- 
thineſle of his fo2mer Iyfe , purpoſeth 
with him ſelfe from thencefozth to ab- 
ſtapne from ſinne, and to do all other 
thinges accozding to the wyl and com⸗ 
maundement of God and his Churche, 
he mape vndoubtedly be accompted in 
the ſtate of charity and the grace of god, 
and ſhal not want the fruite of his pzay- * 
er, that is to ſay, ſuche merite as ſhal ac- + 
toꝛdingly be recompenced and rewar⸗ 
ded in euerlaſting kelicitie. | 

Thus mucho hitherto haue we ſayde 
of the firlt fruite of pzayer. 


E. j. ¶ Ot 


(The ſpe⸗ 
al thinges 
required 
fo: the ob⸗ 
teyning of 
our peti⸗ 
tions. 
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Of the obteyning the thing 
required by prayer, whiche is the 
ſeconde fruite thereof, 


e ſeconde fruite that 
we haue noted to be in 
pꝛaper, is the obteyning 

To of the thing whiche we 

require of God and pꝛap 

foz, And whoſoener deſi⸗ 

reth and mindeth to enioy this fruit and 
commodity of pꝛaper, it ſhal not be ſuffi 
tient vnto him only to poſſeſfe this gifte 
of charitie, but he muſt alſo leane harde 
vpon the pyller of ſinguler humilitie, ſg 
as the minde of him that pꝛayeth, may 
thinke him ſelfe vnwo2thy, vpon whom 
God ſhould beſtowe any benefite, oꝛ in- 
ſpire any part of his grace and fauour, 
and pet neuer ceaſe geuing thankes fo: 
the giftes and graces which he hath re- 
ceyued of God, and if any thing be wet 
done, attribute no pꝛayſe oꝛ commenda- 
tion therefoꝛe vnto him ſelfe, but render 
the whole laude and thankes * 
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God fo2 al that is well, and the blame 
and rebuke to him ſelfe fo2 all that is 
euyl. And we maye truely confeſſe of 
our ſelues, that of our ſelues we neuer 
bꝛought fo2th pece of any god wozke 
oꝛ deede : But that enery thing that we 
haue done, as farre fw2th as it hath pꝛo⸗ 
ceded onely of our ſelues, is moꝛe woꝛ⸗ 
thy to be called ſinne and vnrighteouſ⸗ 
nes, than any ace of vertue and godly- 
nes. Fo2 we be alwayes (whenſocuer 
we do wel) placed and ſet in the hande 
of God, lpke as the hammer is in the 
hande of the Smith. And lyke as the 


Smith in his wozking vſeth the ham- 


mer as a certapne twle o2 inſtrument 
towardes the finiſhing of his wozke : 
euen ſo be we vnto God as inſtrumen⸗ 
tes to wozke his wyl, whenſoeuer any 
thing is wel done by vs. Foꝛ all that 
euer ſeemeth to be wel done by vs, it is 
not we of our ſelues that do the ſame, 
but God that woꝛketh it in vs. And ther⸗ 
fo:e as the hammer that wozketh the 
pꝛon tao frame, hath no cauſe to hoaſt and 
exalt it ſelfe agapnſt the woꝛkman that 
E. iij. vſeth 
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bleth it, neyther pet to aſcribe vnto it 
ſelfe, that by it ſelfe eyther this key, oꝛ 
this naple was made and faſhioned, but 
onely by the Smith, vſing the hammer 
as his tole and inſtrument: Euen fo is 
it not lawful foz vs to diſpute blaſphe⸗ 
mouſly agapnſt God, that of our ſclues 
oz of our owne power we haue done 
theſe woꝛks, but only by the ayde, helpe, 
and woꝛkmanſhip of his grace, by the 
which he rayſeth and lifteth vs vp te do 
any god deede, like as the Smyth doth 
his hammer fo frame his woꝛke, and by 
vs as his inſtrumentes he bꝛingeth to 
palſe this his wozke in vs, And therfoze 
are all bounde to render continuall 
thankes to almightie God, with al the 
humilitie and mekeneſſe we be able, 
that he vouchſafeth fo vſe vs as his in- 
ſtrumentes in the doing of theſe nod 
wozkes,whereas if it ſo had pleaſed hys 
godneſſe, he mighte and were able to 
woꝛke the ſame by any other, and per⸗ 
aduenture ſs muche the moze fruitfully, 
as thoſe other might be moꝛe apt, ready, 
and pliant fo the execution ofthe * 
o 
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of God than we be, But when aman 
hath with this conſideration, in all hu⸗ 
militie detected him felfe in the ſight of 
the mateſtie of God; it is further very 
neceſſarie, that he do diligently examine 
and weigh with him ſelfe, what it is 
that he intendeth to require of God in 
his ſupplication and pꝛaper, leſt per- 
happes his requeſt be hurteful vnto him 
ſelfe, and ſuche a petition no man ought 
to loke fo2 at Gods hande, Fo2 almigh- 
tie God, who is of his owne nature moſt 
gracious and well wylling to man, can 
not graunt to his beſtecher and ſuppli⸗ 
aunt his ſuite and requeſt, where as it 
is knowen vnto his diuine wyſedome, 
that the ſame ſhal be hurtful and peryl⸗ 
lous vnto him that requireth the ſame. 
And we be aſſured that God knoweth 
all thoſe thinges aſwell that be oꝛ mape 
be hurtfull vnto vs, as thoſe that be o: 
may be cxpedient and p2ofitable, befoꝛe 
we require. the ſame. And therefoze we 
do not at all times obfeyne of GD 
the. thinges whiche we do: requy2e; 
nes when he ſeeth that our re⸗ 

E. iiij. queſtes 


ÞPlal,34-, 


N. 
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requeſtes tende fo our owne harme and 
deſtruction. There is alſo a third thing 


required to obteine this fruite afozeſaid, 


that is to ſay, that the thing whiche we 
require of God, appertepne vnto our 
ſelues, Foz albeit that we be bounde to 
p2ay foꝛ our neighbours, pet are we not 
alwayes harde when we p2aye in that 
ſo2t, and ſpecially as touching the fruite 
whiche we nowe be in hande withal:foz 
that man foꝛ who we require any thing 
at the hande of God, is perhappes ey⸗ 
ther vnwoꝛthy to receine that grace and 


« fauour from God,o2 els the thing it ſelfe 


is nothing neceſſary fo2 his owne health 
and well doing, Neuertheleſfſe, pf foz 
thoſe cauſes we do not obteine the thing 
which we require, yet is not our p2ayer 
vtterly vnpꝛoſitable, noz wholly voyde 
of merite,foz he can not but deſerue wel 
that pzayeth ſo: Like as the P2zopheto 
ſayth, Oratio mea in ſinu meo conuerte- 
tur: My p2ayer (ſapth he) ſhal be turned 
Agayne into mine owne boſome, Which 
is as muche as if he had ſayde : Ueryly 
. 
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p:ofite not them, yet ſhal if not be.voyde 
of al fruite and commoditie,foz J know 
that at the leaſt if ſhal turne vnto mine 
owne merite, the pꝛoſit therofſhal come 
to me, and my pꝛaper ſhal returne with 
gayne into mine owne harte x boſome. 
Therefoze if the pꝛaper of any man be 


grounded vpon the pyller of humilitie, 


and be exhibited vnto God, foꝛ hys owne 
comfozt,reliefe + neceſſitie, and require 
nothing hurtefull o2 vnconuenient foꝛ 
him ſelfe , let him pzocede and go fo2- 
warde in the name of our Lozde God, 
whoſoeuer he be thus affected, nothing 
miſtruſting but the thing whiche he in 
this wyſe humbly requireth,he ſhal gra⸗ 
cioufly obfeyne, nothing miſtruſting, J 
ſay,becauſe Saint James doth pꝛomiſe 
ſo,ſaying, Poſtulet in fide, nihil hæſi- 
tans, & dabitur ei: Let him(ſaythhe)re- 
quire in a fayth not wanering no2 dout⸗ 

ful, and his requeſt ſhal be graunted vn- 
to hym. And lykewyſe our Sauiour 


Jacob.ij. 


Chziſt in the Goſpel ſayth thus, Quic· Mar. xi. 


quid orantis —— credite quia accipie- 
tis, & ſiet vobis: What thing ſoeuer ye 
require 
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require by pꝛaper, beleene that ye ſhal 
obteyne it, aud your deſire ſhal be per⸗ 
fourmed, And nowe this ſhall ſuffice foz 
the declaration of the ſeconde fruite of 
pꝛaper, and howe, and by what meanes 
we may obteyne the ſame, 


« Of the thirds fruite 


of Prayer. 


ÞE thirde fruite of 
aper we haue be- 
- I 4 foze noted to be a cer- 

Yah © \- |taine ſpiritual ſwet- 
nee and pleaſure, 


775 872 | | 
4 Is wherwith our minde 
7 2 is delychted in the 


time of our pꝛaper, of the which fruite 
whoſoeuer deſtreth to be partaker, muſt 
of neceſſitic not onely haue charitie,hu- 
militie; + the other meanes befoze. ſpo- 
ken of, but he muſt alſo be marueplous 
attentiue vnto the p2ayer he is in hande 
withall, and not permit his minde and 
imagi⸗ 


* 
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imagination fo wander abꝛoade to any 
thing from the matter of his pꝛaper. 
And albeit this diligent attentiueneſſe 
be neceſſary and expedient foꝛ any man 
that deſireth to eniope the other two 
fruites of his pꝛaper, that is to ſay, me⸗ 
rite and the obteyning the thing duelp 
and lawfully required:pet may it ſuffice 
towardes the getting ofeyther of thoſe, 
if the minde of him that pzayeth were 
earneſtly bent in the beginning & fy2ſf 
entry into his pꝛaper, ſo as he do not af- 
terwarde by his owne wyl and purpoſe 
®diuert his minde, + ſuffer it to wander 
from his pꝛaper. Foz if in the very firlf 
beginning of pꝛaper, a mans mynde be 
both wylling and ſtudious to attende 
wholly there vnto, although after warde 
it be by frayltie ledde aſyde, oꝛ by a cer- 
tapne obliuious negligence withdꝛa⸗ 
wen krom that fozmer entent and actt- 
on, it ſhal not therefoꝛe loſe the fruites 
and commodities whereof befoꝛe we 
haue ſpoken: but by the. effectuall ins 
tent, and aſſured purpoſed determinati⸗ 
on in the beginning of his pꝛayer, he 
map 
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may obfepne both the kruite of merife, 
and alſo the thing he requireth, The 
which thing ſhall moze playnly appeare 
by the example whiche we wyll nowe 
geue foꝛth vnto yon; Af any man haue 
a purpoſe to thzowe a ſtone to an aps 
poynted place, it is not of neceſlitie that 
the hande of him that thꝛoweth ſhoulde 
continually folowe with the ſtone: but 
the power & ſtrength of the firſt thzowe 
whiche in the beginning the hande of 
him that thzewe gaue vnto the ſfone, 
ſhalbe ſufficient to bꝛing the ſtone to his 
appoynted place, And veryly it chaun⸗ S 
ceth not muche vnlike in a man that 
pꝛapeth, and as it were, thꝛoweth his 
pꝛapers vnto God foꝛ him ſelfe. Jt ſhall 
ſurely ſuffiſe, if he be attentiue and har⸗ 
tyly bent, euen at the beginning there⸗ 
of, ſo as he haue then a defire and pur⸗ 
pole to continue in the ſame vnto the 
ende, and he ſhall doubfleſſe, notwith- 
ſtanding the wandering awaye of his 
minde, obtepne both the two fruites a- 
fozenamed, But he that deũreth the 
thirde fruite, that is to ſay, to be _ 
: c 
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ted with irituall ſwertenes, comfoꝛt, 
and conſolation, it ſhal not be ſufficient 
fo2 him to haue his minde (as hath bin 
befoze ſayde) gathered togeather, at- 
tent and wholly vacant vnto his payer 
in the beginning of the ſame, but he 
mult needs perſeuer and continue in the 
ſame attentiue diligence from the be⸗ 
ginning vnto the ende, neuer diuer- 
ting his minde to any other thing, noꝛ 
ſuffring the ſame to be withdꝛawen frõ 
the continuall ſeruice whiche he is now 
in hande withall: but onelp directe the 
in warde ſight and fo2ce of his mynde 
vpon him vnto whom he pꝛayeth. And 
therefo2e it ſhal be very conuentent and 
neceſſarie fo2 him that is deſirous to 
taſte of this ſpirituall delectation and 
ſweetenes of pꝛaper, befoze he begyn to 
pꝛap, to clenſe his owne mynde , and 
dꝛiue away all vayne and fruiteleſſe 
thoughtes, phantaſies, and imaginati⸗ 
ons, and fo pꝛap diligently with the vi⸗ 
delat courage of his ſoule, pea, and bend 
all the foꝛce and ſtrength of his mynde, 
and as muche as he is able, toyne them 
toge⸗ 
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together and faſten them vnto GD, 
leaſt that in the continuance of pꝛaper, 
by the meanes of ſome light negligence 
his minde be caried away to the imagi⸗ 
nation and thinking of other ſtraunge 
and inconuenient thinges. And there- 
foꝛe fo2 this cauſe the olde fathers of the 
Churche of Chꝛiſte, being endewed 
with great vertue and holynes of lpfe, 
as ofte-as they were mynded to p2aye, 
they went foꝛthwith in hande to gather 
their mindes togeather, and by diuers 
meanes to ſtyzre vp deuotion in them, 
ſometime pꝛaving vppon their knees, 
ſometime bieing alone, lying pꝛoſtrate 
vpon the grounde, ſometime extending 
fo2th: their armes in maner of the croſſe 
of Chʒiſte. And nowe and then exalting 
their handes vp towardes the heauens, 
ſitting in the meane time ſolitary and 
muſing, talking moſt comfo2ztably with 
God: him ſelfe-, and deuoufly ſinging 
ſome himne oꝛ other Plalme. By theſe 
meanes and ſuche other as ſemed moſt 
commodious vnto them, they vſed mar- 


ue plous effectually to rapſe vp them ſel⸗ 
ues 
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nes to contemplation and deuofion, ſo 
karre fozth that they very often tymes 
taſted of that ſuper excellent, and in dede 
vnexpꝛeſſable ſweetnes, And ſurelp the 
only taſt of this kinde of ſwertnes er- 
cxedeth without compariſon oz ercep- 
tion, al the pleaſures of this wozld, Foz 
this one thing compzehendeth pꝛeſently 
in it ſelfe, all kinde of pleaſure and de⸗ 
light, and is the fountayne and ſpꝛing 
of all maner of goodnes, with the which 
what thing els ſoeuer thou ſhalte com⸗ 
pare, is vtterly nothing, noz can be of 
any maner effect oz moment. And that 
thing veryly is Cod him ſelfs, wha very 
often doth with a -marueylaus grace 
and fauour ſhewe and pzeſente him- 
ſelfe to them that with denont-contem- 
plation ſœke and lake foꝛ him. Df the 
which it folo weth, that whenſoeuer that 
moſte excellent godnes is once taſted 
by the inwarde vnderſtanding of our 
ſoule, a maryeplous;ſ\wetnes is fozth- 
with -diſpearſed and felte th2zough the 
whole minde-: ſo karre exceeding. all 
unagination of man, that no * 


A godly Treatiſe, 


of man is able to expꝛeſſe the ſame, But 
this delectation is nepther of all men, 
no: at al times attapned and felte, but 
onely then when if may be moſt conue⸗ 
nient and p2ofitable. Foz lyke as the 
Phiſition doth not euer giue medicine 
as oft as the Pacient deſtreth, but foꝛ⸗ 
beareth ſometime; attending a mo2e 
opoꝛtunitie and better time, when he 
ſeth he ſhal chere with do moꝛe god to 
the ſicke man: Euen ſo aſfuredly doth 
our moſte mercyfull Loꝛde God deferre 
ſometime to graunt this maner of ſpiri- 
tuall conſolation, vntyll-a tyme moze 
apt and tonuenient, that is to ſay, when 
he knoweth that the gyft of this delecta- 
tion and comfbztſhal be moꝛe p2ofitable 
vnto-our-ſotiles, and p2ocure and bꝛing 
moze and greater fruite and commodi⸗ 
tie vnto vs. And therefoze many men 
although khey do by continuall pꝛaper 
call vppon God, to pe refreſhed wyth 
this ſpirituaſl ſwerteneſſe: pet do they 
not ſo ſpedyly obte ne the ſame as they 
dw earneſtly deſire it, betauſe almight ie 
God, like a moſt cunning and ks 

iſi⸗ 
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Phiſition,faryeth his vwne time, moꝛe 
apte, mite, and beneũtiall fo2 vs. And 
that ſometime fo2 theſe cauſes, leaſt yt 
he ſhould at the firſt giue eare and per- 
fourme dur requeſtes, we might eaſily 
thorevpon eyther growe inſdlent and 
p20udezo2 thinke that dt our powers we 
were able to obteyne this gifte of grace 
ſo often as we our ſelues were wylling 
and deſirous, And therefoze God moſte 
wiſely differreth diners times the ſper⸗ 
die expedition and difpatche of this ſue 
and requeſt, vntyll he ſe the minde of 
him that pzayeth,v&pely and altogether 
humbled, and ſubſtaticially confirmed in 
a god and vertuous purpoſe, and geuen 
diligently to him ſelfe to holy and 
godly exerciſes, fo! that being —— ae 
pared; he may at the laſt make him 
faker of this comfoztable conſolat 15 
with a great gayne to him ſelfe, by the 
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longer tar ping befoze he recoyur che nes to ob: 


ſame: And therefo2e to conclude beicfe- 


lye wholdeuer ſeeketh to be delighted my 
withthotaſte'of this heanenly and ſpi⸗ jectation 
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fir and pꝛintipally with al his power, 
humiliate t᷑ deiethimſelfe, andefteme 

him ſelf nothing, noz wozthy any thing, 
and vtterly enwozthy vpon whom God 
ſhoulde beſtowe , not onely this great 
gyft of his grace, to obteyne the feling 
of this delectation, but alſo any other of 
his beneſits, be it neuer ſo meane oꝛ lit⸗ 
tle, vea, of his owne deſert vnwozthy the 
meate he eateth, and the grounde he go⸗ 
eth vpon.Secondaryly,he mult kepe his 
tongue in a god ſtape, and due obedi⸗ 
ence, ſpeake little, and delight moꝛe in 
ſilence, than in muche libertie of ſpeach, 
extept it be eyther when charitie enfo2- 
teth, oꝛ vehement neceflitiecompelleth, 
92finally,when ſome commodity is like 
therby to grow, eyther to him ſelfe, oz to 
his neighbour. Thirdly, by all meanes 
he ought and muſt labour as muche as 
in him is poſſible, to conſerue and kepe 


frethe in his mynde, the tontinuall re⸗ 
membꝛaunte of Gad, ſet him befo2e his 


epes, and thinke that he is al wapes pꝛe⸗ 


ſent, redy to beholde and iudge al that he 
4 hal commit 02 do. Poꝛeouer let 1 as 
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often as he tan, renew the memozyuand 
remembzance'of the incarnation of our 
Aude and Sauidur Jeſus Chꝛiſt, toge⸗ 
ther with al the pꝛoceſſe and continuall 
action of his life, and then let him incul⸗ 
tate and impꝛint faſt in his hart, the re⸗ 
ligiaus and thankefull memozie of his 
bitter death and paſſion, adding to this 
the conſtderation and often meditation 
to the heauenly gloꝛy, whiche the Aun⸗ 
gels and ſanctifiedſoules enioy.nowe by 
the gyfte of God with hum, Finally, at 
all tymes as muche as may bs ;eſche- 
wing al vayne, frinolus, and wufruittul 
thought ea, that cumber and. diſturbe the 
minde from the beholding of.thoſe hea⸗ 
nenly cont emplations. But alas, howe 
wzetched be we; that man times pꝛe⸗ 
uent theſe godlp meditatiũs, aum hefbꝛe⸗ 
hand occupy our mind (ſs ſuperexreilent 
a creature ot Bad) not onely with theſe 
vnpꝛofitable, but alſo extreme peſfilent 
and hateful thoughts, wheras the remẽ⸗ 
b2aunce of thoſe thinges befoꝛeſapde, is 
far moꝛe pꝛaſitabie, an occupation much 
moze delectable, x ſmallv, a ſtudie muche 
F.y, moze 


mozeercellent then can be otherwiſe in 
this tifefrequentedby man. Foz it ſhe⸗ 
weth (as it were) vnder a certayne dim 
02 darke cloude, the very bzightnes, 
beautie, & felicitie of heauen, and is as 
a ſparke of the beatitude to come,andft- 
nallp, an aſtured pledge and token of the 
life euertaſting. And if there be any 
man that wozthily maybe. called happy 
and blefſed in this moꝛtal lpfe, it is ve⸗ 
ryly oneiy he that earneſtiy occupyeth 
him felfe in the remembꝛaunte of the 
thinges afozeſayde,and hath geuen him 
ſelfe: hollx auer to p2aver, deuotion,and 
contemplation; But fozalmuche as we 
haue nome ſufficiently ſpoken of theſe 
thete kruites and commodities growing 
to mani by pꝛaper, let ds nowe turne 
' our ſpeache ſomwhat to the declaration 
of the maner of pꝛaper, and howe and in 
what ſozte it ought to be bſed. 
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and marke diligently theſe the thin 
ges whereof we haue nowe to ſpeake. 
The firlt whereof is this, to what 1 
thing we ought chwfely to attende in 
the time ol our pꝛaper, whether, to the 
wo2des we ſpeake, to the ſente of the 
woꝛdes ſpoken, oꝛ rather to the perſon 
ol him, vnto whom we da ſpeake and 
direct our pzayer, The next is, of what 2 
ſhaztnes o2 length our p2ayer.oucht to 
be. The thirds and laſte, whether it be 3 
moꝛe p2ofitable to pzay onely with the 
mynde, oꝛ to vtter with the tongue, the 
p2ayer concepued in the mynde. Hurely 
if theſe thꝛer thinges be well knowen, 
L F. in. tryed, 
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he could attende all thoſe thinges toge- 
ther in his pꝛaxer, ſo as the herde taking 
eyther to the wo2des, oꝛ the meaning of 
the woꝛdes, ſhoulde nothing llacke his 
diligent and attentiue mind to Gon him 
ſelfe, that maner of pzayer were daubt⸗ 
leſſe moſt excellent and beneſiciall. But 
becauſe it can ſcarcely be poſſible that a 
man in earneſtly heading and atten⸗ 
ding one of theſe, ſhall not negligently 
omit and foꝛget the other, let vs there⸗ 
foze perficulerly enquire ofeuery one; 
which is the better,moze neceCary, and 
mo2e-fruitefull. And amongeſt theſe, 
there is no man that diligently conſides 
reth the thing, that can oꝛ nede fo doubt 
but that the attention which is directed 
vnto God him ſelfe, is the chere and 
molt meritoꝛious, fo that all other thin⸗ 
ges be agreeing vnto the ſame, that is; 
if that ſame pꝛayer directed vnto'God be 
in no wiſe moꝛe negligent than ß other, 
which is intended eyther to the woꝛdes 
v2 meaning. And we mind that this vn⸗ 
derſtãding be accepted x taken. not only 
in ſuch pzayers as a man appoynteth to 
72 F. iin. dim 
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him ſelfe, of his owne wyll and choyſe, 
but likewiſe in al other, where vnto we 
be bounde by the ominaunte of the 
Church. And ſurelp many there be of ſo 
weake and fcrupulous myndes, that be⸗ 
ing in feare to eſcape 02 miſſe one woꝛd 
o ſillabte in ſaping their appoynted 
ſeruite and pꝛayers, bende al the power 
truely, plapnelp, and diſtinaly. But 
thoſe men (as J thinke, neuer o2 very 
rarely taſt of the ſwertenes of deuotion 
and pꝛaper, fo2 the whiche cauſe chefly 
our fozefathers of the Churche did ap⸗ 
point thoſe canonical pꝛapers, as we vſe 
to call them. Fo2 thoſe: olde and holy 
men ſpecially had reſpect vnto this:And 
this was their moſt earneſt purpoſe and 
payneful ſtudie, by the ſaying of theſe 
vertuous, godlp, and deuout p2ayers, to 
ſtyꝛre vp.the mindes of the Pꝛieſtes, 
who ſhould be the meanes betwene god 
and the people, to the contemplation of 
God him ſelfe, and ſo to the true love of 
him, Andtherefoze if a man be ſo atten⸗ 
tiue and diligent in vttering — 
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of p2ayer,:that:heneyther:regarde noz 
obſerue the ſcope and ende whiche the 
holy Fathers, when they oꝛdeyned thoſe 
pꝛapers, iudged and determined chiefly 
to be conſidered, J may in no wiſe alom 
o2 commende this maner of pꝛaper, ep⸗ 
ther as cherte, oꝛ moꝛe fruiteful then the 
others. And pet would J nat that others, 
whiche contrarywyſe ſo raſhely runne 
ouer the pzayers appoynted, that ſcarſiy 
they can vnderſtande them ſelues foz 
haſte, neyther regarding the ſuperercel⸗ 
lentie of him, ta whom they pzay, ney⸗ 
ther pet imagining ol any further ſence 
and meaning ol the woꝛds they ſpeake, 
J woulde not (I ſay) that thoſe ſhoulde 
make my ſpeache befoze, any maner of 
colour of defence fo2 their errours and 
abuſes. Foz. I ſpeake it not with that 
mind to miſlike oꝛ condemne them that 
regarde tho wozdes they ſpeake, who J 
knowe do obſerue and fulfpllthe lawe 
and oꝛder: dut to this ende, to perſuade 
vnto thoſe a moꝛe excellent maner of 
pꝛayer, and there with moze fruitful. It 
may be alſo, that thoſe. which are —— 
atten⸗ 
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attentiue to the ſence and meaning ol 
their pꝛa yer, do ſometimes receiue thers 
by conſolation of that ſpiritual pleaſure 
and ſweetenes, But (as I thinke) they 
taſt not the very true and ſincere delet⸗ 
tation, whiche groweth by acertayne. 
vnion and perfect agreement, dy the con- 
iunction and iopnins togeather of our 
ſoules with almightie God, And yet it 
may be, that we map be bꝛought vnto 
this vnion by ſome:comfoztable text oz 
expoſition ot᷑ the ſcriptures, at the laſt 
into the very bowels and ſecrets of that 
perfect and true delight. But that plea⸗ 
ſure whiche groweth onely of the ſcrip⸗ 
tures, is muth moze faynt, and nothing 
ſo abundaunt oz full, as that whiche 
floweth directly from the ſpꝛing of the 
godhead if ſelfe, Foz the Atcripturę albe⸗ 
it it dyd pꝛoctede from God, yet is it a 
creature. And what creature ſoeuer poſ⸗ 
ſelleth our minds, be it neuer ſo ercellef, 
ſo as it be not God him ſeife, that ſame 
ſtandeth betwerne god and vs, inſomuch 
that it is an impediment vnto aur mins 
„a we be not iopned euen _ to 
ace, 
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face, and perfraly coupled with god him 
ſelte. And by that meane miniſheth the 
pure and ſincere delectation; whiche is 
d:awen from tho oũtaine it feife. Ther- 
foze albeit thoſe that-apply their myn- 
des fo the ſente of their pꝛayers, do ſom⸗ 
time ferle ia .certayne. ſpirituall com⸗ 
fozte; pet be they farre from that abſo- 
tate: ſweetenes, ol the whithe. J haue 
ſpolten beloze, hero no man tan talle: | 
but he that thinketh in his pꝛaver ot 
God-onvly; and hath no kinde al abiect 
befivtene God and his ſoule, but is euen 
faſtened, and vnited with God 


him ſelfe. he whiche is obteyned, Yowe the 


when a man (leaning and foꝛſaking the 
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paſſing: all repꝛeſentations and kalle nen 
ſhewes of wozidly creatures) occupieth, ** 
his mynde with none other thing, 
then with the conũderation and con⸗ 
templat ion of. God him ſelfe, and then 
is he neereſt and maſte ſurelpeſt ioyned 
vnto God / vnto whom when he-ſhall 
ferle his harte ſwetely to be faſſenev 


tindfirmely.to cle aue, then graweth the 
as ſcnſible 
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delecationand — ns 


knoweth whom God hath graunted to 


taſts the ſunt : But mavtie and remem⸗ 
ber this; that the imagination whiche 
dur minne trameth ta it ſete of G, 
muſt neither be ſubie&tocolour, lighte 
figure,ozbzeflp any woꝛiym cozpozat: 
hape, fozzal:thoſe thirnes breing creas 
tures/are"plapnely beſides God: - And 
we lente to mupne our lelues with God 
and nothing els beũden him Anvthere> 
fo:e fa mam topl rightly thinke of God 
him · ſelle, let his minde ouerrunne all 


e - wozldly creaturts ; und tante yue him 
onlp alone which higheſt, beſt, moſt er⸗ 
nde tellont mu muxhty,and hinnthat withs 

aouut exception doth unſpeakeably encide 
all other thinges . thou cant this da 


then thinke the ſame to be pꝛeſent with 
thee, and yet without: imagination ey3 
ther or colour, light: ſhapa, oz fourme 
whatſoever, and then haſt thou rightly 
thought of God. In whiche wozke and 
buſynes, if thou bepapneful, and wyll 
diligently exerciſe thy ſeite, than ſhalt 
is 44 5 thou 
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thou ſarely at the laſt attaine to the ſens 
ſible taſte and feeling of that vnſpeaka⸗ 
ble pleaſure, and ſoſhalt thou at once 6b- 
tapne al the thai fruites ot thy pꝛaper. 
But pet if this maner and fozme of do⸗ 
ing, ſeeme at the beginning harde and 
vneaſte to any man, let him tit exerciſe 
himlelfe in thinking and contemplation 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who beſives his huma⸗ 
nitie is alſo very God. Let him lifte vp 
the ſtrength ol his minde towards him, 
as being very God, remembaing his 
incarnation, his bitter paynes and cruel 
death, and ther with the gloꝛy whiche he 
nowe ineffably.entoveth in heauen, ſit⸗ 
ting on the hande of the Maieſtie 
ol his father. He that wyl diligently ap⸗ 
ply his minde to this, oꝛ any other moꝛe 
apte oꝛ fruitful meditation ot God, ſhal 
at the laſt fal from the cozpoꝛall imagi⸗ 
nation of Chꝛiſt in his humaine nature, 
and ſhal aſcende and aſpire to the ſpiri⸗ 
tuall contemplation of his godhead, as 
hath ben befo2eſayde. And this truely is 
the very nert way fo2z any man to ar⸗ 
tapne to the fruition of the perfect and 
. pure 
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pure delettation and abſdlute conſolati/ 
on in God. But if we do not at the ſirit 
get the taſte of this ſwetenes,god with⸗ 
dꝛawing the ſame, and keping it from 
vs, eyther foz that he ſteth that it at that 
time ſhal little pꝛoſite vs, epther foꝛ that 
our pꝛaper ts but colde and vnfruiteful, 
and we in conſideration of the dignitie 
and great wozthynes of the thing not 
ſuffictently attentiue and diligent: pet 
be we ſure that we can not-loſe the firſt 
fruite, which is the merite folo wing our 
god minde and fact of pꝛaper. The beſt 
then and moſt pure and perfect maner of 
p2ayer,thal be foz any m r that he 
hath gathered his minde together, & di⸗ 
rected the fozce ot his ſoule vpõ god him 
ſelfe,as beeing veryly pꝛeſent, to offer to 
him with al the affection poſſible of his 
hart, thoſe pzayers whichhe mindeth to 
ſay, whether he vnderſtand them, oꝛ not, 
and to inſinuate and faſten him ſelle as 
firmely as he can vnto him. And if he go 
foz ward and continue in this trade, that 
is to ſap, if bteing once fired on God, he 
wander not aſtray any offer wher om 
d, 
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God, he ſhal p2ofite muche moze in the 
lone of God, whiche is the true ende of 
pꝛaper, then if he were neuer ſo attent᷑ 
e ther to the wozps oz ſence ot his woz- 
des without che other. Foz this firing 
of the minde vppon God, hath many 
times a companion and kolower, ſuch an 
eleuation of the hart, that the minde ve⸗ 
rye oftentimes. fozgetting all earthlyc 
thinges, knoweth not where he is, euen 
as though it were ſtrapen from it ſeife; 
pea, and ſometimes there foloweth ſuch 
a motion of the ſpirit, that befoꝛe a man 
be ware he crytth out, and doth diners 
thinges that afterwardes he neyther 
knoweth noz doth remember, becauſe 
the ſpirite t power of God doth ſo mign⸗ 
tyly woꝛke in him, that he hath no po⸗ 
wer to withdꝛaw himſelf from ſuch mo⸗ 
tions as the ſame inſpireth vnto hym. 
And as very many of the olde holy Fa⸗ 
thers, whiche were right cunning and 
perfect in this art, do feſtify that there is 
felt many times ſuch ſweetenes & delec-- 
tation in pꝛaper, that it ouerfloweth the 
ſoule, and maketh the fleſh of our bodies 
partaker 


ÞPlal, sz. 


A godly Treatiſe, 
partaker of the ſame ove and delight; 
and is nowe made in ſuch eſtate, that if 
feleth a marueylous delectation,+ ſuche 
as it neuer taſted befoze, which thing is 
affirmed by the Pꝛophet Dam; ſaying, 
Cor meum & caro mea, exultauerunt in 
deum viuum, ꝙy harte and my ſleſhe 
haue reiopced together in God, the anc- 
thour and geuer of lyfe. As though he 
would haue ſayde, Py ſoule by the gad- 
nes of the fpirite of God, hath conceyned 
in it ſelfe ſo merueilous a delight in god, 
that by the great delecatio therof, euen 
my flethe is alſo repleniſhed t watered 
ouer and ouer, wherein it hath ſa reioy⸗ 
ted that it could not refrayne oz ſtap it 
ſelfe from expꝛeſſing and ſhe wing foꝛth 
the pleaſure which it had receyued. And 
ſurely this deleftation is a very ſparkle 
oꝛ glimering reſemblaunce of the euer⸗ 
laſting life, which all god men ſhal haue 
after the generall reſurrection: of their 
bodies, Foz then ſhall the'glozy of the 
ſoule ſofarre excede and abounde; that 
it ſhall runne ouer into the bodies, and 
then ſhall both aſwell body as — — 
p | ultuled 


A godly. Treatiſe. 


* 
falfilled and a = the the plenty 
abonnbaunce of that 

fure. And thersfo16” as 2 — 

firſt queſtion, it mape appeare by that 
which hath bin ſayde; that the cherfe any 
fpectall thing to be regarded in 7 
is, ta haue out mindes ſo fixed on Oo 
vato whom we make our . 
though we eſtmed him even notug 
pꝛeſent with vs, and ſo:embaace the cons 
tinuall remembzaunce of hym, keeping 
him befa2e- the eren of our hartes with: 
out any manner dechning; kram chu 
And albeit this Mal frame in the rſt he: 
ginning ot this exerciia harde am parn⸗ 


full, vet ſhalt it i va and pacetflle 1106 
ana drümͤt: 


time pꝛane mom pianſaunt 
fuk; ſwer ia p. fo ſhate ſavies. whiche bd 
any thing inſpired Witnithafweteneſſs 
and god ſausur of Jesus Ch:rite.: dn 
nowe let vs ne tu the maden 
er RenAR: 1 T1161 3308 eos 
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7 what len oth our "po yer 


WV " ought to be, 


per ought to be. Foz it 

S mapbe epther ſhozter 02 
longer, bat what ſhoztnes 02 length is 
moſte derxpcttent, that: ſemeth to aps 
pertayne, and iti be tonſidered in the 
manner of pavο,jƷ And therefoze it 
ma he ſapde , chat albeit our Sauiour 
Chꝛůſte dyd gous the pꝛetepte to pꝛap 
tontinuallpy et right not that ſo'to 
bo verstanden, tit we be botinde 
aliviyis udnüllpe to pmy, beeing be⸗ 
vonde the > und the power 'of 
man Foz the frayitiwof mans nature 
doth not permit any man to de continu⸗ 
ally attentiue to pꝛaper, cyther in woꝛ⸗ 
der eyther in hart, but he is infoꝛced to 
alienate his minde other wyſe. And pet 
dyd Chꝛiſte truely admoniſhe vs howe 


great 


A godly Treatiſc. 


great neteſſitie foloweth vs to pꝛape 
(i we were able, cãtinuallp) foꝛaſmuch 
as na momente of time paſſeth, in the 
whiche we nerde not of the ayde- and 
helpe of God, and that aſliſtaunce from: 
God aug we inceſſauntip to craue of 
him, and bogge it we miſt; albeit our 
weake nature can not confinually pers: 
ſeuer in that action of pzaper; And ther⸗ 
toe the indgement of the moſte graue 
and lrarned ſwziters, is; that our pꝛax/ 
er houlde ſo long be continued, as it 
ſhoulde be auaplable ta the ende, foꝛ the 
whiche: paayer was firf oꝛdeyned. For 
like as mo medicine is miniſtred to the 
licke man, in auy greater quantity then 
is thouſcht ſufficient fo2 the caſe and re⸗ 
conery af. the pacient, which is thende of: 
phiſi the: euen fa ought aur pꝛaper tu be 
ol i great tengt as may ſuffiſe foʒ the 
obteyning che nerte vnde thereof. And 
the chtele ard nert ende of our pꝛayer, 
foʒ whtnhe it was oꝛdeyned, is the fers 
uentie of chꝛiſtian charitie, which is vn⸗ 
dogbtedly the health of aur ſoules. Foz 
oy that mant 28 be 9 
y 0 


A vodly Treatiſe, 


hotte no2 colde, God deſpiſeth, belaze 
whom, in the Aporalippes, he pzeferreth 
thoſe that be vttertyffarke cold, ſap ing: 
Vtinam calidus efles aut frigidus , fed. 
quia tepidus es, incipiam te cuomere: J 
woulde thou haddef bene eyther hot o2 
colde, but faz that thou art ne ther ot 
both, J wyll begin (ſayth God) to re iet 
the: and caſt the foꝛth fromthe compa- 
me and felowfhiz ofgod men. Ls then 
howe the minde of. God abhozreth thoſe. 
perſons that be ne ters, and be nepther 
hofte nc2 colde. Me muſt theredze en⸗ 
deuour dur ſelues by all meanes fo. be 
feruent in charitie, fo2. the kindling of 
the whiche in vs, no doubt pꝛayer is the 
molt necefarie thing. The whiche cha⸗ 
ritie beina once gotten, we be entour a- 
ged.cheerefally to take in hande all dęw⸗ 
inges, which we truſt malt pleaſe God, 
and fo2 the dwing whereof wor Mall by 
the godnes and pꝛomiſe of God de re⸗ 
warded with euerlaſting ioy and felici⸗ 
tis. And therefoze our ſpetial endeuour 
in the fome ol dur pꝛaper, ought to be, 
_r the — of charitie * 


A godly Trearn e. 


be kindled in gur hartes, and in ſuche 
ſo2t hal it be conuentent to moderate 
the length or dur pꝛayer, fo as that ende 
—— be acquired and pꝛeſerued in 
us. And therfoze when we in our pꝛaver 
do perteyne this feruentnes of mynde 
once kindled in vs, by the weaknes and 
wearines of our bodies to ware cold and 
faynt, then is it tpme to :reaſſe fro pꝛap⸗ 
er, and otcupie our ſelues about ſome o⸗ 
ther vertuons exertciſe. Foz if we ſhould 
ſo long tvumtinue, that the feruentnes ot 
deadtion'ſhould be Vtterly rrtinguiſhed 
in vs, we houlde notwnely not obtepne. 
the end'tohich is ſought fo2 by our pꝛav⸗ 
er, but wi Gould alſa gene an ſmall 'oc: 
taſion tu pzorure the runtrary. Noz 0 
ſone as by ouertoung rontinuing iũ that 
dulmeſid of aper: the fitgentues therbf 
x devotion is ence rode in our myndes, 
we do fozthwith-lvfethe in warde con- 
ſolation of our mindem whirhe that frx⸗ 
ueutio bf denotion not being Uteripe 
ertinguiched, wroaght and p2eſeruedin 
vs; wheredy it dothaimny times folowe 
that we wander 'ad2pave, ſeeking ſome 
—_— G. iu. ſenſi⸗ 


A godly Treatiſe. 
hotte no2 colde;; God defpiſeth;befoze: 
whom, in the Apocalippes, he pzeferreth 
thoſe that be vttertpffarke cola, ſup ing: 
Vtinam calidus eſſes aut frigiclus fed; 
quia tepidus e, incipiam te evamere. : J 
woulde thou haddeit bene eyther hot o2 
colde, but faz that ſhou art ne ther ot 
both, J wyll begin (ſayth God) to re ie 
the: and caſt thee fozth krom the compas. 
nie and felowſhip ol god men. Ls then 
howe the minde of. God abhozreth thoſe. 
perſons that be newters, and be nepther 
hotte no2 colde. Me muſt thererdze en. 
deuour dur ſelues by all meanes fo. be 
feruent in charitie, d the kindling of 
the whiche in vs, no doubt pꝛayer is the 
molt neceſſarie thing. The whiche cha⸗ 
ritie beeing once gotten, we be entour a- 
ged cheerekully to take in hande all dw⸗ 
inges, which we truſt halt pleaſe: Gad, 
and fo2 the dwing whereof wo Mall by 
the godnesand pzomiſe of G be re⸗ 
warded with euer laſting top and feliti⸗ 
tis. And thereldze our ſpetial endeuour 
in the fome of dur pꝛaper, ought to be, 
that the feruent heate of charitie * 


4 
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caſivi'ty' pzorure 


ſone us by onertongpoutinging'«athat 
duly 


3 
' k * 
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we ͤ wander amade, 
G. ig. ſenſi- 


A godly Treatiſe. 
fenſible. delectation and canfo2f ofeaters 
nal thinges, which moſt commonlp in⸗ 
duceth a pernicious diſſolutian af the 
minde, and by degrees dzaweth it vnto 
ſuch other eupls as be nat — 
whiche woulde neuer haue chaunced, if 
we had ceaſed our pzayer befoze the fer- 
nencie of deuotion had. vtterly bene er» 
tingaiſhed, And therefo2e Saint Augu⸗ 
ſtine doth much p2ayſe certaine Pons 
in Egppt, which Ulm very ſhoꝛt e thers 
with very denout e godly pꝛavers. Tha 
religious peoplꝭ in Egypt (fayth. Saint 
Auguſtine) be naten ti bſe ver often 
pꝛapers, but thaſe very ſuꝛt and pithy, 
and ( as it were)ſmeetely thꝛuinen from 
their hartes into the boſame. af ahvigh- 
| tis G And it appeareth that t his inas 
the taufe why tied ſo aftẽ prayers, 
betauſe they wonlde oftentimestenue 
-and kindle: agaynethe:fy22et dewotion 
intheir harten Wt the cauſe uhr they 
ien ſhozt peavera ions only this leſt he 
E 
eruent deuvotigwbefoze rocemenanigbt 

-brdulled; coled, c finally W 


I ti 


A. godly Treatiſe. 


And therfoze a man in pzayer muſt ſpe⸗ 
cially labour and take heede, that when 
God hath once kindled that feruent de- 
notion in his hart, he by negligence ſul⸗ 
fer not the ſame vtteriy go out and dye. 
But ſo long as the fame map epther be 
increaſed oz continued, we oucht not to 
lenue of pꝛaper, except epther the great 
Wierpſomnes ot our bodies, 02 ſame o- 


ther tpke neceſſifie inſoꝛce vs. Mhere⸗ 


foze both the ſhoꝛtnes + length of pzater, 
is to be ruled e meaſured, ta and fo this 
ende aſozeſapde. Fo2 like as the phiſitt- 
on, regarding the ende of his cure, whi- 
che is the vecouerp and health of his pa- 
cient, doth temper his meditine, and mi⸗ 
niſtreth it to the icke / not in ſuch abun⸗ 
daunce as be might do, but as by diſcre⸗ 
tian he ought to do, hauingregarde both 
to the getting aud continuing the bealth 
to his parient: euen aa man in aver 
muſt not labour ta paay as much and as 
lang as he can ſpeahe, but tu continue 
the length of his mayer as much as ſhal 
be geceſſarę æ expedient ether tod ta in- 
omg — nen, 
b G. ii * 


2 


A godly Treatiſe. 
deudtion. Ard there lade, when in der 
pꝛaper He perte guet hym ſeife by the 
vnion whiche he fpnocth betweene Go 
and his ſoule, ta be ſwertely affeiten and 
pleaſauntly kindlen, let hun then pꝛa⸗ 
cerde and go fo2 warde with wpfall fighs 
inges and canfo2table teares, fiſhing 
th-reſt of his pꝛaper, as the holy ipirite 
of God ſhal, during his p2aper, fornelt 
matter into his harte. Foz as long as 


this heate of deuatton once concepued, 
endureth, J would nat aduiſe any n: 


impediment | 
muche os moꝛe tothe: hononr of Pod,o2 
tohimlekfe that p:atethznoze neceſlarv, 
oz finally moꝛe pꝛaſttuble to his neigh⸗ 
bour; But alone as be perrepueth this 
feruent devotion by the frayitie c weak⸗ 
nefſe of his body to detay, then let hint 
content and ſatiſũ Him: ſclfe with the 
game and pzofite he hath alredy gotten; 
and leating-pmaper; turne him felfe: to 
dme other ged 6120 02 occupation, 


A godly Treatiſe, 


in him ſelfe topzay,o2 ſome nacher ne 
apoꝛtunitie tu fylowe the ſame. — 
— — Eirred with 
—— to pꝛaꝝ let dym in 

that motion, fozaſmmch as 
— — — 
neuer to ſhozt, penetrate the mercyot 
umigbtie God, Foz inaſmuche as that 
— as we ought of reuſon to think) 
moued by the hole ſpirite of Gon thou 


rite of'& — 
excepted) Al other buſines et aſide that 
— on mam earhettly befolotocd; and 
— — dur ſoute: diligently 
— ——— the affection in no wyſe to be 

rmitted to decay oʒ petiſhe. ut ſome 
— — is tt'polliile that 

ap man tvhirh is comrerſauntamonic 
the affanzes and huſines of this wo2lde; 
—— attende and applyr 
though ho-were tied in them — 


of 


. oa a x 


P75 


bp inis the ſiſcht of God, do. repleniſhe 
dir nindes mith muche moꝛe abundant 


A godly Treatiſe, | 
efallwozhly bufines, andfmade in the 


- tudicial place of wo2ldly) iudgementes. 
Fon it is nat the voce (ſapth Choylos; 
. tome) whiche:ts alwayes required, but 


the eleuatiom ot᷑ the hart and confempla- 
tion of the minde, neyther is the exten⸗ 
tion of the bandes fo much te be deſired 
asithe intention of the minde. If thou 
haue thy mynde onely; feruently bent, 


thou haſt then attained to the perfection 


ol p2ayer;Yitherta Chꝛiloſtume. Thon 
mayſt therſoꝛe pꝛaꝝ in an plate wher⸗ 
ſocuer thou be, ven aſheit thou happen 
to be i thau mapeſt foz ſome 
little: tume withdꝛam thyſelfe frb them, 
and as it were by ſtealth offer vp vnta 
Odd ſome ſhozt pꝛaver, as the Scripture 
ſayth, qua f urtiur ſunt cluſciores: Ma⸗ 
ters pꝛiuily ſtolen be alwayes the ſwwee- 
teſt. Aud in very dere. thoſe pꝛayers 
which ehe fwiftly and ſecretely thzowen 


grace; #pearſeth our harts with a moze 
feruent lone t deſire tewardes him. und 


mn *experienge; teacheth) far 
moze 


Agodly Treatiſe. 
mꝛꝛe acteptahle and pleaſant vnta the 
molt lang: ſpouſe of the foule of man 
Jeſus C©hz21&e, than any atber kinde oz 
maner of pzayer can be; And at thou can 
by no meanes ſequeſter. thy ſelfe from 
them in whaſe company oz ſeruice thou 
art, vet mayſt thou at the leaſt, euen re⸗ 
mayning tuith them, lifte vn thy mynde 
to Gad, whole pꝛeſent aſargunce thon 
walt not ntede to doubt; and euen then, 
with afewe wa2des canceyued oneiꝝ in 
e ee e ee, 
cy, 220pbete , Inten 1.37.1 
in adurtonmum, dominc deus aalutis 


8 | men: 

Harken vnto me, and ſpurdily belpe me, 

D thou Godof my hralth and ſalunt ion 

Oꝛ els thus ; Deus in adjytorium meg Pal. sc. 

intende: Dod applye tm wyll to ſucs 
courmey Which wozdes, Calnanus no- 

teth'tobevery:effectuallc And if thou do 

hartily dine theſe feweitwp2des , thy 

P2ayer is dau elle tuen then accepted, 

And ſuch k of pꝛaper maiſt thou vſe 

efcequentiwberſocuerthauhe,as Chai- 

ſoſtonte faith, wherſoeuer thou remayne 

'thownayltthere erat vnta thy ſelfe an 

11 


aulter 


— 38. 


Tuk. 23. 


Act. xvi. 
Jere. 38. 


A 


Agodly Treat te. 
aulter and pface u pꝛaper, the place un- 
thing hirdervth;ko2 a man that utteth 
working in his ſhoppe maye thus dedi⸗ 
cate his ſonle by pzapcr vato almightie 
God, thus a ſrruaunt being vecapicd in 
the ſcrivice ol his maſter may neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe pꝛap, and this map aui man dm in 
the marker place, this map he do in pꝛi⸗ 
fon, yea and the myddle of neuer ſo 
great a multitude, as Saint Maut pꝛap⸗ 
— —— 
in his 

—— the wal, _— in the —— 
e Lyons, Jonas in the bellpe ofthe 
Ulhale, thethuefe on the crofſe; and yet 
were they harve in fewe wazds, of God. 
88 the lumme of Chapfoſtumces 
witten by him in dite rs places 

vfhis woꝛkes. And therrſtze whofrucr 
wal in this wie from time ta time ex⸗ 
ertiſe hun elfe ſometimt g, ſome⸗ 
fime otherwiſe, dwing F almapes 
truͤnayling eyther to obteyne, intreale, 
v nouriſhe the feruentie of churitie, ue⸗ 
ner ſuffringl as farre teh as he is abir) 
the lame htate to ware tobe, obe ex⸗ 
tingui⸗ 


A'godly Treatiſe. 
mae god ans an ae 


— ſug⸗ 
mots gin e Gs lu 


to perithe, Without a coy fruite ofrecey- 


enchaunter it our 1 
— 


Ne ede 
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A god Treatiſe, 
"he e ee, the 
* 
10 occupied. en 1117? 
In zun W's Tis Wanna! c 2: 


admitted in dme anditbe vie : 
therof,o2 appoynted by the o2dinance of 
the Chur ch, o2 eniopned vnto any man 
by penante, oꝛ by any meanes vowed, o: 
in hart by pꝛomiſe taken in hand, wher⸗ 
by any man ſfandeth bounde to reſite 
and ſay his p2ayers.3But pet J do thinke 


that a man which is free from any ſuche 
bonde, 


A godly Treatiſe. 


bertie in Chun, arid is Gudivas'of the - 
molt pure'$hoafifull tnatiet of prayer, 
hal be offenfitnes moꝛe hinderg@dbyithe 
tontinual vſe of pꝛaping in words, than 
by the eretciſe of his hart alone n in ma⸗ 
Ring of his pꝛaper vnto C. oz as 
Saint Auguckine in an Gpiſtie vrito! Aug. Ei iſt. 
Pꝛoba wzytothvk ths fruits of ppapet'# i. ij. Cap, x. 
This woꝛke is many times mdze pers 

fecly! wonght by the üghing 


25 
df the 
hart than by pꝛonouneing ot tha mouti 
g thn ee hn: 
king by outwarde r 
Bat the wozke of prager de bp n=" 
fectly perfourmed by the/linhing of the 
harte than with che vtteraonr# or ter 
mouth, then muſt it needes folowe; that 
thepzapers'6f the hart; from the whichs: 
thoſe ughingen heraus fozth;/ve-mowt 
d)ofifable than the praping with the 
mouth, wiſcroby wo:ds onlę bevitereÞ 
And that may ef right beiuogrn, fog as) Ciprieres de 
A Cypitan voth wituclſe;/Gpy-gegethioratione do- 
oare, not to the voyce of maus mouth. minica, Ser, 
en eee 
Enn ' | 


A godly Treatiſe. 


ſelfq aſinner, opening his owne miſe 

ries, and ſhewing fozth the wolt ſecrete 
greeles at his hart befo2e the ſight of god 
vttering u andes at al, but onety 


manpeſtiv appeare 1 
&Reg.t, ther of nell. e fine Anna (as it 
_ in the ſirſt boke-of the » 
requize of 
——— a chylde, In 
ae yning whereofedid: frequent 


the 
and there be dayty pꝛaxer 
ſhe continua craued the gon Ge of 
Seed keene he wud 
„ — — And vet ud ſor a 
» {dame haryanyer in. ee, nd. 


in der hate. Naz the Scripture tcfſufi» 
e Ge ſpaketo.Qap;nith ber ba 


A godly Treatiſe. 


and that no woꝛde was harde that came 
from her, onely her lippes moued. To 
conclude, by this her -p2ayer (of harte A 
ſay, without ſpeache outwardly p20- 
nounced) ſhe obteyned the thing the re- 
quired of God, and had a ſonne; whiche 
ſhe ſo greatly deſired, and had begged of 
GOD with many ſighes and aboun- 
daunce of weeping teares, and yet no 


wozdes by her mouth vttered. Sain> 


Pierome agreth with this, - expoun- 
ding this place of Saint Patthewe, 


Tu cum oraueris, intra in cubiculum tu- Math.vi. 


tum, & clauſo oſtio ora patrem tuum : 


When thou doeſt pꝛap, enter into thy 
chamber, and ſhutting faſte thy de, 
pꝛay vnto thy heavenly father. It ſee- 
meth vnto me (ſayth S. Yicrome) that 
this is rather a pzecept, that we keeping 
ſecretly in the thought of our harts, and 
haning our -voyce ſuppzeſſed with f- 
lence, ſhould ſo make our p2ayers vnto 
God, which we alſo reade in the boke of 
the Ringes, that Anna did, where it is 
waitfen that her lippes only moned, but 
no-voyce was harde. 3 


A godly Treatiſe, 


hierome wꝛiteth. And furely this maner 

H pꝛaper dothe vehentently moue the 
eares of the merty of G OD, and doth 

mightyly bowe them fpiedyly to heare 
vs: ea, and as Saint Paule witneſſcth, 
the holy ſpirite of God is the guide 4 the 
directour of this maner of pꝛaper, ſay- 
ing , Quid oremus ficut oportet, neſci- 
mus: ſed ipſc ſpiritus poſtulat pro nobis 
gemitibus inenarrabilibus: Nhat wee 
ſhoulde pꝛape as we ougbt to pzay, we 
knowe not: bat the ſpirite him ſelfe ma⸗ 
keth requeſt ſo⸗ vs, with vnſpeake able 
mourninges and ſighinges. The meas 
ning whereof is, that we de not ſuffici- 
ently know in what maner we ought to 

demaunde any thing of God, but the ve- 
rye ſpirite of God inwardly rayſing vp 
our hartes, maketh vs with vnſpeakea- 
ble mone and interteſſton to require of 
Cod that thing whiche is molte p2offta- 
ble fo vs. And pet do J not dente; but 
that any deuonte man may right well 

begin his pꝛaper as he lyſt, with wozdes 

pzonounced by his mouth, but ſo ſene 

as he ſhall percepue his hart * 

. ing 
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thing kindled and jnſpiced with aſwefs, 
delectation-convuing from the ſpirite f 
Gad, then ſhqll it be moſte commadious 
to him, leauing his pꝛaper in N 
folowe and geue herde to the leading ol 
the ſpirite of God, and with ſilence ta 
peelde hum ſelfe wholly to his direction 
and 02der. Fo24as I haue ſaid a little be⸗ 
foze, thende which we ought to appoynt 
vpon in pꝛaper, is ſpecially the feruent⸗ 
nes ol charitie, by the whiche at the laſte 
our mindes be kindled, with moſt 
diligent pzayer, aur hapt firongly 
rayſed, aud our mindes be highly lvften 
vp vnto the beholding of God. And hers 
ſoze whenſoeuer we may perceyus oui 
felues to haue attepned vnto this ende: 
then myſt we applyabour endenour u 
diligence, that as muche ag may hectæ 
ſame ho continued in vs whiche thing 
ſhal doubtleſle muche better pꝛactede, he 
the guiding v operatið ot᷑ the holy ſpirit, 
than by any woꝛds vtter ed by our neuer 
fa great induſtry t diligence, And theres 
foze w2 mult now with al our power fo⸗ 
lows the motion x * of the ne 
* v. 


Aſimili⸗ 
tude aptly 
applyed. 
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of Ood, whither ſoener it wyl leade ds, 
and ſo niede not to utter any mo woꝛds. 

In like maner as if a man, when after 
much trauayle he bath paſſed the dens, 
and hath obtayned harbozowe and his 
deſifed Hauen, leauing hys ſhyppe 
which bꝛought him to the hauen, inten⸗ 
deth nowe to the ende 4 purpoſe foz the 
which he arriued, and thinketh nowe no 
moꝛs of his ſhip: Euen ſo veryly/he that 
de · the vſe of pꝛonounted pꝛaper, as by a 
meane, is car ied into the in warde tonſo⸗ 
lation of the minde, and tommieth to the 
ſpiritual feruencie in God, ought nowe 
to haue his pꝛincipal care and ſtudy bent 
on this, that this beate in non 
edlbe;, and leauing nowe the p of 
the mouth, he i -folowe tha ſpirite of 


God, the miniſter ofhis feruent deusti⸗ 


df, whyther-ſotrier-if doth dye him. 
And nowe let him not vle any ne hys 
owne woꝛdes, but onely thoſe which be 
luggeſted inwardly in the harte by that 
holy ſpirite of God, and let him aſke that 
of God with vehement and feruent de- 


uotian of mende, without any pꝛonun⸗ 


ciation 
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ciation oꝛ ſounde of wozdes, But fo the 
ende thou mayeſt moze playnely and aſs 
ſuredip perceyue,that this manerof pꝛa⸗ 
per whiche is done by the ſpirite and 
minde, is much mo2e excellent than that 
which is vttered in woꝛdes, heare what 
our Sauiour Chzilt ſayth in the Goſpel: 
Spititus eſt deus, & qui adorant eum, in 
ſpiritu & veritate oportet adorare: God 
is a ſpirit, and they that adoꝛe him, muſt 
adoze him in ſpirite and trueth. Lo, as 
God is a maſt ſpir ituall thing, euen ſo 
requireth he a moſte ſpiritual ſacriſtce. 
And therfoze that pꝛaper is moꝛe grate⸗- 
full vnto him which is offred by the ſpi⸗ 


rite and the minde, than the onely groſſe 


vtteraunte of the voytce, whiche can not 


be framed without the bodylp bꝛeath. 


Amd let not this moue ther, that Adorare 
is named in that place, and not Orare,fo2 
the one or them ſhal neuer wel be with⸗ 
out the other, but when God is pzayed 


vnto, then is he alſo adozed, and when 


he is ado2ed,he is alſo pꝛayen vnto. And 
therkoꝛe God wil be intreated with ſpi⸗ 
h. ig. 


rite and minde of th 


excel 


John. ih. 
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ertellent mindes, whiche be moſt ipiri⸗ 
tual, and deſireth, ſuch as in his Goſpeil 
he noteth, to honour and adoze him in 
ſpirite and trueth. Wlherfoze J nothing 
doubt, but many godly and ſpirituall 
men (whiche haue-diligently exerciſed 
them ſelues in pꝛaper, and haue accuſto- 
med daylp to eleuate their hartes vnto 
G OD, and haue at ſome tymes taſted 
and conceiued the \weetenes of that fer⸗ 
uent ateckion) haue much moꝛe p2ofited 
by that pꝛaper of their hart, than if they 
had ſayd an endleſſe number of pꝛapers 
and Pfalmes with their mouth, whiche 
thing ſome do „ douercharging their 
niindes, yea, and rather excluding them 
ſelues from the very ende of pzaper, foz 
that in that caſe they can neuer be able 
to taſt the ſpiritual ſweetenes of perfect 
pꝛapyer. And out of doubt, that deſire and 
trauayle to perfourme the ſaping of ſo 
great a number of Pſalmes, doth many 
times hinder and turne away the ara- 
tious viſitation of God from the hartes 
of them that labour in them; whiche 
"otherwiſe he would 3 
1218 F " we 
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lee erhibite vnto them, Foz lyke as the 


ſonne doth euery way diſperſe 4 ſpꝛede © fimilt: 


abꝛode the beames of his light: euen ſo 
is God ready on euerp ſide, to pow2e 
fo2th vpon vs the ſwetenes of his grace 
and godnes, except by ſuche lettes and 
hinderances, all acceſſe and entry to our 
mindes be ſtopped, and the way hidden 
from vs, as it were with a thick & darke 
miſte. Fo2 he that deſireth to be parta⸗ 
ker of that ſweetenes, maye in no wyſe 
geue herde to any other thing whatſoe- 
ner it be, but attende only and wholly to 
Ood him ſelfe , yea,and that with all his 
harte. But thoſe other attende neuer a 
whit to Gad, but onelp regarde howe to 
utter out thoſe number of woꝛds, which 
they mind to ſay: Reither do they cõſider 
the pꝛeſent maieſtie ol god, but only how 
they may moſt ſpeedily runne guer their 
number of pſalmes, with the care wher- 
of they do ſo occupie and ouertome their 
mindes, that no dꝛop of heauenly ſwert⸗ 
nes tan in any wiſe enter into the, And 


tude decla⸗ 
ring the re⸗ 
dy aſſiſtanct 
of God in 


P2apere 


vet do they think + perſuade themſelues 


that by ſo doing they {hal ſpecially pleaſe 
H. iiij. God, 
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God, and can not be quiet o2 ſatiſſied in 
conſcience, vntyl they haue by one way 
oz other, ouerrunne t finiſhed that bugs 
number of Pſalmes, Yea, and. if they 
chaũce by foꝛgetfulnes to pꝛetermit any 
part vnſayd of that (A meane not which 
the Churche appoynteth to be ſayd, but) 
whiche they of their owne wyl haue tas 
ken in hand to ſay, they finde their con⸗ 
ſcience greeuouſip therewith offended, 
wher with they be miſerably tozmented, 
and their hartes toꝛne and rent. Thoſe 
men truly do not ſufficiently waigh the 
ſaying ol . Hierome, which is this, that 
the ſaying oz ſinging of ſiue Pſalmes 
with a pure and ſincere harte and ſpiri- 
tual toy and gladnes, is moꝛe woꝛth then 
the whole Pſalter, ouerrunne with an 
vnquiet ⁊ troubled minde. And vet is it 
moꝛe meruatle that they heare not, oꝛ at 
the leaſt marke not Chꝛiſt himſelf in the 
Goſpel, geuing admonition and inſtruc⸗ 
ting ſuch as p2ay, not to bende their las 
bour to ſpeake much, ſaying in this wiſe, 


* Orantis, nolite multum loqui : When pe 


pꝛaꝑ, do ye W — Hot to this 
ende, 
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ende, that by thoſe woꝛds it were to be 
vnderſtanded oꝛ thought that Chꝛiſt miſ⸗ 
liked a long continued pꝛaper, whereas 
we reade that he himſeite continued ve⸗ 
ry long in pꝛaper: But he would not in 
any wiſe 'thab we ſhoulde put a vapne 
truſt in a number of woꝛds, by one wap 
o2 other made vy & multiplted, ſpecially 
when they vtterly wanted all denonte 
affection of the mind, and that we ſhould 
not hope that he would ſoner be moued 
with a multitude of woꝛds, than with a 
well affected mynde. Fo2 God is muche 
moꝛe inclined to heare our petitions by 
the onely feruent affection of the harte, 
than by neuer ſo great a number of wo2- 
des p2onounced without ſuche affection. 
Foz the whiche cauſe Sainc Auguſtine | 
ſayth thus: It is one thing to ſpeake 
much, and farre another to be much and 
wel affected. It is one thing ( ſayth he) to 
tontinue ſpeach long, and much another 
to tontinue deuotion long. That man 
ſpeaketh much to God, that thinketh his 
mercy is to be wonne with a number of 
woꝛdes onely, But truely he vſeth - 
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God, and can not be quiet oꝛ ſatiſſied in 
conſcience, vntyl thep haue by one wax 
o2 other, ouerrunne & finiſhed that hugs 
number of Pſalmes, Yea, and if they 
chaũce by foꝛgetfulnes to pꝛetermit any 
part vnſayd of that (A meane not which 
the Churche appoynteth to be ſayd, but) 
whiche they of their owne wyl haue tas 
ken in hand to ſay, they finde their cons 
ſcience greeuoullp therewith offended, 
wher with they be miſerably tozmented, 
and their hartes fozne and rent. Thoſe 
men truly do not ſufficiently waigh the 
ſaying of S. Hierome, which is this, that 
the ſaying o2 ſinging of ſiue Pſalmes 
with a pure and ſincere harte and ſpiris 
tual toy and gladnes, is moze woꝛth then 
the whole Pſalter, ouerrunne with an 
vnquiet t troubled minde. And pet is it 
moz2e meruaile that thep heare not, oꝛ at 
the leaſt marke not Chꝛiſt himſelf in the 
Golpel, geuing admonition and inſtruc⸗ 
ting ſuch as pꝛay, not to bende their las 
bour to ſpeake much, ſaping in this wiſe, 


Shih. h Orantis, nolite multum loqui : When ye 


p2ay,do pe not 3 _ Not to this 
ende, 
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ende, that by thoſe woꝛds it were to be 
vnderſtanded oꝛ thought that Chꝛiſt mii 
liked a long continued pꝛayer, whereas 
we reade that he himſeife continued ve⸗ 
ry long in pꝛaper: But he would not in 
any wiſe that we ſhoulde put a vapne 
truſt in a number of woꝛds, by one wap 
o2 other made vp ? multiplted, ſpecially 
when they vtterly wanted all denonte 
affection of the mind,and that we ſhould 
not hope that he would ſoner be moued 
with a multitude of woꝛds, than with a 
well affected mynde. Foꝛ God is muche 
moꝛe inclined to heare our petitions by 
the onelp feruent affection of the harte, 
than by neuer ſo great a number of woꝛ⸗ 
des pꝛonounced without ſuche affection. 
Foz the whiche cauſe Sainc Auguſtine 
ſayth thus: It is one thing to ſpeake 
much, and farre another to be much and 
wel affected. It is one thing (ſayth he) to 
tontinue ſpeach long, and much another 
to tontinue deuotion long. That man 
ſpeaketh much to God, that thinketh his 
mercy is to be wonne with a number of 
woꝛdes onely, But truely he vſeth = 
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to be moued with ; malfitude ofſpeach, 
but with the quantitie and aboundance 
of deuotion and godly affection. And the 
bare ſounde of woꝛds p2onounced by the 
lippes only,maketh a very dul ſounde in 
bis eares. But the feruent t vehement 
affection of the minde doth quickly and 
ſpedyly penetrate the, and that becauſe 
God is muche moꝛe delyghted with our 
godly affectiõ, then with our bare pꝛaier, 
t ſpecially when that affection being ac⸗ 
companted with feruent ſtghes 4 abouns 
dant teares, do pearce the heauens.Tru- 
ly that maner of pꝛaper, if God were (in 
a maner) vnexoꝛable, woulde ouercome 
him to mercy, be he neuer ſo omnipo⸗ 
tent, wyl binde him to graunt our law⸗ 
ful deſires. And ſurely the ſame pꝛayer 
is muche rather framed and perfected in 
the ſpirite + minde ol man, and ſo ſoner 
pꝛeſented vnfo God, than by any wo2ds 
that mans mouth is able to perfo2zme oz 
expꝛeſſe. Foz the ſpirit and ſoule of man 
being once quickned and kindled with 

the feruent fyze of deuotion, much ſoner 
diſ pats 
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dilpatcheth his intent and purpoſe;than 
any motion of the lippes, oꝛ framed p2a- 
per of the mouth were able to do, which 
thing (if none other) maketh apparaunt 
the thing wherof we haue ſo long intrea 
ted, that is to ſay, the pꝛaper of the mind 
and ſoule only, to be moꝛe excellent and 
better, than the pꝛaper of the mouth:foꝛ⸗ 
aſmuch as both the motion of the lippes 
is very flow, and the toꝛpoꝛal weight of 
the tongue, vttring fo:th his woꝛds, not 
ſo apt to folowe the quicknes of the ſpi⸗ 
rite, and alſo muche hinderaunce foto- 
weth by opening and ſhuttpng the 
mouth, ſo that they can not in any wyſe, 
ſerue the ſwift motion of the ſoule and 
minde, and ſpecially at ſuche tyme as 
the minde is inllamed, and deuotion fer⸗ 
uently kindled therein. Foꝛ in that 
caſe it is taried with ſuche a ſwiftnes, 
that the fleſhlynes of the mouth, tongue, 
and lyppes, can in no wyſe followe it: 
And if they ſhoulde, yet do they bꝛing 
no benefite to the ſpirite, but onelp a 
weight and heauy burthen. And there⸗ 
foze J woulde admonithe all ſuche as 
delight 
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delight in pꝛayer, and willingly ſtudp to 
ſerue God there with, and ſpecially ſuche 
as haue leyſure to attende the ſame, and 
to beſtowe very much of their time ther⸗ 
in, that they do not vnpꝛolitably cuerlode 
themſelues with to many woꝛds in pꝛa⸗ 
ver, but that they would from hencefoꝛth 
dayly beſtowe ſo muche tyme in kynd⸗ 
ling their mindes, in caſting their thou⸗ 
ahtes and affections vpon God, and in 
the receyning his mercyfull viſitation 
into the bowels of their hartes, as they 
haue ſpent leſſe fruitefully hcretofoze, 
in ouerrunning a multifude of woꝛdes 
with ſmal conſideration o2 weighing of 
them, to the ende that by this meane 
they may at the laſt obfeyne. and come 
vnto the taſt and feeling of that vnſpea⸗ 
kable ſweetnes, which thing ſurely they 
ſhall attayne vnto, if they firſt do woz2-s 
thyly pꝛepare them ſelues in ſuch ſoꝛt as 
we haue ſhewed befoꝛe, t then do hum⸗ 
bly offer their mindes in the ſighte of 
God, and finally apply their careful ſtu⸗ 
die and intent, to perfourme and ſiniſhe 
their pꝛaper, with al attention and dilts 
gence 
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gence of their hartes. And pet they ſhall 
do wel to begin with vocal pꝛayer, and 
ſpeciallp with ſuche, whereby they haue 
kounde them ſelues befo2e moſte eaſily 
kindled and inflamed to deuotion, and 
the other contemplation of their ſoules. 
But when after their beginning a 
whyle, they ſhall perte ue them ſelues 
inflamed and ſwertelp affected with the 
inſpiration and mercyfull viſitation of 
the ſpirite of God, and pleaſauntly dꝛa⸗ 
wen towardes his heauenly pꝛeſence, 
than leaning fo vtter 02 pꝛonounce their 
pꝛaper, let them folowe the leading of 
the holy ſpirite of God in them, and then 
let them labour in the ſilent pꝛaper of 
their minde, with companction of hart, 
ſighing, and teares, crauing onely thoſe 
thinges of God, whiche his ſpirite ſhall 
put them in minde of: And chefly to 
begge of God the continnal pꝛeſence of 
his grace, ſo that he foꝛſake them not, 
but that it mape pleaſe him to graunte 
thoſe thinges vnto them whiche hys 
wiſedome knoweth and ſeth to be moſt 
expedient and pꝛofitable fo: Wr = 
| urely 
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ſurely if they do perſiſt and continue in 
this trade and fourme afozeſayde, they 
ſhal not onely be vnto God daylp _ 
and moꝛe gratefull and acceptable, buf 
they ſhall alſo pzoceede dayly-moze and 
moꝛe in the increaſe of fernent charitie. 
and ſhal be made like vnto the heauenly 
and Angelical mindes, whiche dayly be⸗ 
holde the pꝛeſence of God, Foz what 
cauſe is there (although they remayne 
here in earth, and be couered with the 
veſſcl of moztall and coꝛruptible fleſhe) 
why they ſhoulde not be called moſte 
lpke vnto the Angelles, when, their 
pꝛaper is like vnto the pzayer of the An- 
gelles: That is to ſay,they p:ay in ſoule 
and minde, and taſte in their ſoules the 
like ſweetenes as the Angelles do, yea, 
and do perceiue and feele within them 
ſelues the pledge and aſſuraunce of the 
felicitie to come, whiche the Angelles 
nowe already do enioy: So as they do 
neowe want nothing of the abſolute re⸗ 
ſemblaunce vnto the Angelles, but only 
the fruition of the iopes and glozyp to 
come, whiche ſo ſone as they be rid * 
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of the wandering pylgrimage and mi- 
ffie darkenes of this woꝛlde, they ſhal 
eniop in heauen, with an aſſured 
certapne fruition and vn⸗ 
aduoydable poſſeſſion 
whiche after ſhal 
neuer fayle 
them. 
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